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Sierra Madre Hiking Adventure

Approximately 4 hours • $

Take this exciting expedition through the Sierra Madre 

Mountains. The hills encircling Puerto Vallarta are cloaked in 

tropical deciduous forest, alive with color and abounding in 

wildlife. Your hike begins at a hacienda, and within minutes of 

starting out, you will be amazed by the diversity and scenery. A 

knowledgeable eco-guide, well-versed in the flora and fauna of 

the region, can answer any questions and point out the high-

lights. Along the route, stop in a secluded volcanic hot water 

spring for a soothing dip and wonderful views. After relaxing 

at the hot spring, it’s time to head back to the ranch. Tour the 

ranch grounds to get a feel for a real working hacienda where 

horses, cattle and ostriches are raised, and botanical gardens 

boast more than 100 different trees and plants.

Please note: Minimum age is 12 years. Wear shorts and sturdy, 

closed-toe shoes (they will get wet). Bring your swimsuit for the hot 

springs or swimming in the river (if conditions permit). This is an 

active excursion, suitable only for those in top physical condition.

Canopy Adventure

Approximately 4½ hours • $$$

Enjoy a truly thrilling ecological experience that offers you the 

unique opportunity to glide through the treetops on a network of 

cables suspended high above the jungle trails in Puerto Vallarta’s 

tropical forest. On this spectacular eco-adventure tour, you will 

experience what can only be described as a breathtaking view of 

one of the most beautiful and complex biological communities 

on earth. Just 60 minutes from Puerto Vallarta, in the heart of 

the tropical forest of the Sierra Madre Mountains, lies a private 

eco-reserve—a biological paradise where you will discover a 

stunning profusion of Mexico’s tropical flora and fauna. With 
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the assistance of an experienced guide, you can sail from tree to 

tree and platform to platform on a network of pulleys and  

horizontal cables mounted between 30 and 90 feet above the 

ground of the tropical forest. This exciting adventure consists 

of 14 observation platforms, 11 horizontal traverses, a Tarzan 

swing, two hanging bridges and a thrilling vertical descent. 

Participants are under the constant supervision of qualified 

personnel who have received over 200 hours of formal training 

in canopy tour operations and safety techniques. They use only 

top-quality equipment that is regularly and rigorously inspected 

and maintained.

Please note: Liability waiver must be signed. Wear closed-toe shoes. 

Maximum weight is 250lbs. Minimum age is 8 years; minimum 

height is 4 feet. Climbing and walking are involved. Not suitable for 

persons who have heart trouble, suffer from vertigo or have a fear of 

heights. Pregnant women are not allowed on this tour.

Sea Safari to Yelapa & Pizota

Approximately 5 hours • $$$

This is ultimate way to discover traditional fishing villages and 

the spectacular beaches of Yelapa and Pizota on Puerto Vallarta’s 

pristine southern shores. Join this eco-adventure aboard a  

comfortable, all-weather, inflatable speed boat. The outstanding 

scenery will mesmerize you as you leave civilization behind and 

the tropical jungle dips toward the ocean below. The lush forest 

provides a spectacular back-drop to the hidden jewels of Yelapa 

and Pizota, both of which are only accessible by sea. Small groups 

are guaranteed and your expert eco guide will make sure that you 

have an outstanding day of discovery and adventure. While in 

the charming Mexican fishing village of Yelapa, take an interest-

ing and insightful hike around  the charming fishing village and 

swim in the protected waters of Yelapa’s picturesque bay.  Pizota 

is the next stop—a tiny settlement well off of the radar of most 

travelers to Vallarta. The pace of life here is distinctly relaxed. Its 

spectacular beach and pristine waters provide the perfect loca-

tion for snorkeling and kayaking but it is the peace and quiet of 

this remote village which is truly stunning, offering the perfect 

opportunity to relax and unwind before returning to your ship.  

Please note; Snorkel gear, kayaks, lunch, soft drinks, bottled water 



50

puerto vallarta, mexico

51

puerto vallarta, mexico

Swim with the Dolphins

Approximately 3½ hours • Participant $$$$ • Observer $

This dolphin adventure is a magnificent experience that you  

will cherish for a lifetime. As one of the few dolphin educational  

centers in the world, the staff believe that through interactive 

programs, a deeper understanding of dolphins and their  

environment will result, and in doing so, promote worldwide 

conservation of these incredibly intelligent creatures. Dolphin 

swim groups are kept small, providing the best opportunity for 

contact and interaction as you swim alongside these lovable  

creatures. Life jackets are provided and are required during the 

program. This enables maximum focus of attention on the  

dolphins rather than on staying afloat.

Please note: Minimum age is 5 years. Children under 18 must be 

accompanied by an adult in the water. No sharp jewelry or  

sunscreen may be worn as these are harmful to the dolphins’ skin.

Dolphin Encounter

Approximately 3 hours • Participant $$ • Observer $

This interactive program allows non-swimmers and swim-

mers alike to learn more about the Pacific Bottlenose dolphin. 

Standing waist-deep in the water, you will be introduced to the 

beautiful dolphins in a hands-on close encounter lasting  

approximately 15-20 minutes. They are as curious about you 

as you are about them, and you can take full advantage of this 

opportunity to gently pet them. During the encounter you will 

learn ways to ensure their preservation and foster the well-being 

of these amazing creatures. Afterwards, you will have a chance to 

see photos of your experience and enjoy lunch and a drink at the 

dolphin facilities before returning to the cruise ship. Return  

air-conditioned shuttles from the dolphin marina to the pier 

leave every 30 minutes, or take a fun boat ride back to the cruise 

ship with views across the bay and town of Puerto Vallarta.

Please note: Wear your swimsuit under your clothing; bring a towel 

and a change of clothes. Minimum height is 4’5”. No sharp jewelry 

or sunscreen may be worn as these are harmful to the dolphins’ skin. 

Children under 18 must be accompanied in the water by an adult.

and beer are included. Bring your swimsuit, towel, hat, sunscreen, 

sunglasses and money for souvenirs. Minimum age is 8 years and all 

participants must be able to swim. 

Countryside on Horseback

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Discover the Mexican countryside the way it was meant to be  

discovered, on horseback! After a short drive, you will arrive at a 

hacienda where your guide will conduct a short orientation, then 

match each rider with a horse that suits his or her ability. Riding 

along the Mascota River, you will pass through quaint little vil-

lages, viewing local scenery and vegetation including mangos, 

bananas, and an assortment of different trees. Wear your swim-

suit under your riding clothes, and if conditions permit, you may 

enjoy the hot springs and a swim on horseback! After, you’ll head 

back to the ship. 

Please note: Maximum weight is 220 pounds. Minimum age is 12 

years. Long pants and sturdy shoes are recommended. Guests must 

be in good physical condition. During certain times of the year,  

the river rises and forces the tour to follow the mountain trail,  

canceling the swim.

Eco-Safari Off-Road Adventure

Approximately 7 hours • $$

See the real Mexico and pristine wilderness areas in an open-air, 

all-terrain vehicle. You will be driven through clear mountain 

streams that have cut towering canyons deep into the rugged  

sierras, and on into the lush jungle where your knowledgeable 

guide shows you the strange life and color that exists beneath the 

canopy. See 19th-century villages and hear of the age-old culture 

they cherish and preserve. Domestic beverages are provided and 

lunch will be served at a beautiful, secluded beach, where you 

may even find the opportunity for a late afternoon dip in the 

ocean, before the return to the ship.

Please note: Bring your swimsuit, a towel, light jacket, sunscreen 

and a change of clothing. There is an optional 45-minute hike over 

the hills. Minimum age is 8 years. Not suitable for guests with back 

or neck problems. Pregnant women are not permitted on this tour. 
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enormous tails to and fro. The catamaran will stop long enough 

to give you the opportunity to explore the rocky caverns and 

archways of Marietas Island by snorkeling or kayaking. Look out 

for the giant manta rays, sea turtles and an abundance of multi-

colored fish.

Please note: Bring your swimsuit, towel, hat, sunscreen, and a  

light sweater. Snorkel and kayak equipment are provided. Wild  

dolphins may be seen, but you will not swim or snorkel with wild 

dolphins on this tour.

Puerto Vallarta Overview 

Approximately 4 hours • $

Ride along the main highway to the Old Town, then pass 

through the cobblestone streets of the city with a stop at City 

Hall and the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Near Gringo 

Gulch, you’ll see from a distance the homes of Elizabeth Taylor 

and the late Richard Burton. Admire the elegant residential area 

of Conchas Chinas and some upscale hotels. At the south end 

of town, a photo stop will be made at a charming restaurant 

where a complimentary beverage will be served, then there’s time 

for shopping in the Old Town area. Re-join your motor coach 

for the return ride to the ship, or you may stay downtown and 

return to the ship on your own.

Please note: Shorts are not permitted in the cathedral. Wear flat,  

comfortable shoes, as walking over cobblestones is required.

Puerto Vallarta Discovery Tour

Approximately 4 hours • $

Drive northeast of Puerto Vallarta to the town of El Pitillal. This 

truly local village is where most of the workers in the area live. 

Passing the beautiful church and Main Square, you will stop at  

a small replica non-working tequila factory, where you can taste 

test various tequilas. Watch a Huichol Indian in full costume 

make the fine beaded works of art for which they are known. 

Pass through the downtown area, through Old Vallarta, up the 

highway to Conchas Chinas—the Beverly Hills of Vallarta. View 

Mismaloya Beach, where the movie Night of the Iguana was 

filmed. Stop at a tile factory to see upstairs how tiles are formed, 

Wild Dolphins & Snorkeling  
with Whale Watch Option
This tour offers a wonderful opportunity to combine sun and 

fun while discovering the real wonders of nature that the bay has 

to offer. The Bay of Banderas is one of the few bays in the world 

to offer a sanctuary for such a great profusion of nature and sea 

life. A top-of-the-line motorized catamaran carries you out to  

the shelter of the Marietas Islands whose waters offer an ideal  

ecosystem for a prolific array of sea life. The Bay of Banderas 

offers dolphin encounters year-round. These friendly, lovable 

mammals like nothing more than to swim alongside the boats, 

showing you their athletic prowess. Professional guides are 

always on hand to help, advise and to ensure, above all, that you 

have fun. Your tour is completed with a relaxing afternoon break 

on a beautiful, secluded, white sandy beach. Choose from the 

two seasonal itineraries (A and B) below based on the date you 

will be in Puerto Vallarta:

A. Wild Dolphins & Snorkeling

Approximately 6½ hours • $$

Operates approximately April - mid-December

Dolphins are friendly, lovable mammals who like nothing more 

than to swim alongside the boats, showing you their athletic 

prowess. The catamaran will stop long enough to give you 

the opportunity to explore the rocky caverns and archways of 

Marietas Island by snorkeling or kayaking. Look out for the giant 

manta rays, sea turtles and an abundance of multi-colored fish. 

Please note: Bring your swimsuit, towel, hat, sunscreen, and a  

light sweater. Snorkel and kayak equipment are provided. Wild  

dolphins may be seen, but you will not swim or snorkel with wild 

dolphins on this tour.

B. Whales, Wild Dolphins & Snorkeling

Approximately 6½ hours • $$

Operates approximately mid-December - March

Humpback whales are regularly sighted in the bay from 

December through March. These magnificent mammals can 

often be seen soaring out of the water or swinging their  
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paradise that feels like a step back to a time of pagan mysticism 

and legend. Follow a torchlit path past live portrayals of forgot-

ten rituals and customs. The aromas of grilled steak, chicken and 

fish lure you towards secluded beachside tables for a dinner  

accompanied by freshly prepared vegetables, salads and hand-

made tortillas. Over coffee and dessert, the pulsing beat of native 

drums summons you to an outdoor amphitheater, where a  

hypnotic performance will keep you spellbound. Stories of an 

ancient civilization are revealed through music and dance as one 

of Mexico’s most innovative contemporary dance troupes takes 

you on a magical and mystical journey. The evening ends with a 

nightcap and dancing under the stars on the short cruise back to 

Puerto Vallarta. 

Please note: Open bar on the boat. Dress warmly as it can get cool 

in the evening.

Two-Tank Certified Dive

Approximately 6 hours • $$$

This Puerto Vallarta boat dive allows you to experience two  

of the best sites, ranging from reefs to dramatic walls that provide 

habitat for a variety of tropical and subtropical fish. An occa-

sional turtle or manta ray may also be encountered. The choice 

of sites depends on the prevailing weather and sea conditions. 

Lunch and domestic drinks will be served after the second dive. 

Non-alcoholic beverages are available at any time.

Please note: Wetsuit use included. Scuba equipment is provided. 

Wear your swimsuit and bring a towel. Waiver release form must 

be signed. Bring your C-card. You must have logged a dive within 

the last 12 months. Minimum age is 10 years.

Discover Scuba

Approximately 6½ hours • $$$

This is a Learn to Dive PADI Scuba program that offers the 

unique opportunity to enjoy the beauty of the underwater world 

in the easiest, safest and most fun way possible. Take a one-hour 

boat ride to Las Caletas, where you will learn the basics of scuba  

diving with a theory session and a confined water practice before 

heading to the ocean for a dive at the reefs of Las Caletas. After 

painted, fired and processed. If time permits, a brief shopping 

stop will be included. 

Please note: A bottle of water will be provided on the bus.

Town, Country & Tequila 

Approximately 5 hours • $

This half-day excursion combines the charm of both old and 

new Mexico. Boarding an air-conditioned motor coach, you’ll 

begin your tour in the area known as Marina Vallarta. A stop will 

be made in one of the small villages to see a local church. Next, 

you will visit a hacienda, one of the finest tequila factories in the 

area. On the site, there is also a working ranch where Arabian 

horses and African ostriches are raised. During the tequila tour 

you will learn first-hand the process used to manufacture the 

powerful and legendary tequila of the blue agave cactus. Indulge 

in free samples of various grades and flavors of tequila—ole! 

On the way into central Puerto Vallarta, you will be given 

some time to browse and do some shopping. In the downtown 

area, enjoy a walking tour that will consist of the beautiful and 

popular Malecon (the Boardwalk), the Cathedral of our Lady of 

Guadalupe, various sculptures, and the old town City Hall with 

breathtaking views of the waterfront and the charm of the cob-

blestone streets. You may choose to return to the ship or remain 

in town to continue shopping, returning to the ship later on your 

own by taxi ride or local bus.

Please note: Shorts are not permitted in the cathedral. Tequila  

samples are only given to guests 21 years and older. A bottle of 

water will be provided on the bus.

Rhythms of the Night

Approximately 4½ hours • $$ 
Operates when the ship is in port until 10:30pm

Rhythms of the Night is an amazing journey that will transport 

you to a spiritual land that time forgot. Take a scenic sunset 

cruise across Banderas Bay to the isolated cove of Las Caletas, 

where flickering torches and swaying palms set the mood for a 

mesmerizing performance that will leave you breathless. Here 

you will find the Rhythms of the Night folklore show—a magical 



56

puerto vallarta, mexico

57

puerto vallarta, mexico

the proud captain and his crew fight off an enemy captain in a 

fabulous exhibition of swordsmanship and impressive acrobatics, 

and humor. To end this impressive performance, the captain and 

all his pirates surprise you with a sensational fiesta and two fun 

contests where you may win some fun prizes. Arrive back at the 

port re-energized and ready to explore Puerto Vallarta for the 

rest of the afternoon.

Please note: Guests must be able to negotiate some steps in order to 

(dis)embark the pirate ship. There may be a delay (dis)embarking 

the tender boats that take you to the beach.

ATV & Village Adventure

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Get ready for some real adventure as you are about to be a road 

warrior for a day. You will depart from the pier to a hacienda 

where you will be given a detailed safety orientation and issued 

a mandatory helmet for your tour by All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV). 

Following your guide, take off convoy-style, driving through the 

back roads. There is no better way to explore Mexico’s coun-

tryside and villages than on your own semi-automatic, four-

wheeled ATV. Don’t wear your favorite clothes because while 

driving through the countryside, you will cross some water and 

ride into the beautiful, but dusty, foothills of the Sierra Madre 

Mountains. Returning to the hacienda, you will have some free 

time to explore the grounds and purchase some souvenirs or 

refreshments. 

Please note: One person per ATV. Drivers must be at least 18 years 

of age to operate a vehicle and must show a valid driver’s license. 

Minimum age is 18 years; maximum weight is 350 pounds. This 

tour is not recommended for guests who are pregnant or have neck 

or back problems.

A Taste of Mexico 
& City Highlights 

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Have you always wanted to know the secret ingredients of your 

favorite Mexican dish? Here’s your chance to find out. With 

hundreds of places to eat in Puerto Vallarta, there is something 

your dive, enjoy lunch and beverages with some time for 

relaxation on the beach.

Please note: Scuba equipment is provided. Wear your swimsuit 

and bring a towel. Waiver release form and medical questionnaire 

must be signed. Minimum age is 10 years.

Las Caletas Hideaway

Approximately 6½ hours • $$$

A launch will take you one hour each way across the bay to Las 

Caletas—the former hideaway of movie director John Huston. 

This idyllic, private paradise of small beaches is yours for the 

day. There is kayaking and snorkeling for all abilities with quali-

fied instructors and all equipment included. Take a nature walk 

or learn how to make a seafood paella before you enjoy a buffet 

lunch and open bar. Whatever you decide, this world-famous 

hideaway with friendly staff catering to your every need will be a 

memory to treasure. Las Caletas is, quite simply, Mexico’s answer 

to the Garden of Eden—a place where you can get away from it 

all, kick back, relax and let all the stress slip away in an exclusive 

and enchanting coastal haven.

Please note: Wear or bring your swimsuit, a towel, sunscreen and a 

hat. Lunch and cooling beverages are included. 

Pirate Ship Snorkel & Sail Adventure

Approximately 6 hours • $$

Board the pirate ship Marigalante, for a delicious Mexican buffet-

style breakfast. The entertainment is provided by the crew and 

continues with a spectacular setting of the sails where all the 

ladies help the pirates hoist them. As a reward, there is a high 

energy dance session before you reach Majahuitas Beach. Two 

hours are spent at this beautiful setting, where you may kayak 

through the gentle waters of the Pacific Ocean, or marvel at 

the underwater marine life while snorkeling. Ride the waves on 

your boogie board, play a game of volleyball with your friends 

and family, or relax and enjoy the shade of the many palm 

trees. There are also kids’ activities on the beach. Re-board the 

Marigalante, and the pirate crew will serve a delicious lunch of 

barbecue ribs and chicken. Enjoy a fabulous pirate show where 
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be it getting in touch with nature or just enjoying a leisurely day 

of sun worshiping, the Majahuitas experience will leave you with 

pleasant memories of an unforgettable day. Your second stop is  

at Yelapa, an old, charming Mexican fishing village set in its own 

natural cove. Just a day trip from Puerto Vallarta, Yelapa has 

become a must on many visitors’ lists, but there are no roads in 

and this tropical paradise is only accessible by boat. This tiny  

village is a true escape from civilization. If you love the outdoors 

and want to spend time exploring nature, this idyllic spot is  

perfect for you. Hike through the jungle to the Cola de Caballo 

waterfalls, swim in the cove’s protected waters, or just relax on 

the expansive sandy beach. As you cruise back to Puerto Vallarta, 

an on-board fiesta wraps up a day of fun-in-the-sun with an 

open bar, dancing, music and entertainment provided by  

the crew.

Please note: Bring your swimsuit, towel, hat, sunscreen, and a light 

sweater. Bring your camera. Snorkel and kayak equipment are  

provided. Minimum age for these activities is 8 years. 

Mini-4x4 Adventure

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Get ready to be a real road warrior for a day. You will depart 

from the pier for a 25-minute ride to a hacienda, where you will 

be given a detailed safety orientation and issued mandatory  

goggles and helmet for your mini-4-wheel-drive ride. Following 

your guide, take off in convoy style, driving through the dusty 

countryside of Mexico. There is no better way to explore 

Mexico’s countryside and villages than in a fully automatic,  

two-seater Yamaha Mini 4x4. Don’t wear your favorite clothes, 

as you will cross some water and ride into the beautiful but dusty 

foothills of the Sierra Madre Mountains. Once back at the  

hacienda, you will have some free time to explore the grounds 

and purchase some souvenirs or refreshments. After, you’ll relax 

during the 25-minute bus ride back to the pier.

Please note: Minimum age to drive is 18 years. Valid driver’s license 

must be shown. Minimum age to participate is 12 years old. Tour is 

not recommended for pregnant women, or guests with neck or back 

problems. Wear closed-toe shoes. Each Mini 4x4 seats two guests. 

Singles will be paired up. Drivers can be switched halfway through 

the tour. The ranch reserves the right to refuse any person who may 

to satisfy everyone’s taste, as the chef create dishes from every  

culture imaginable. So, come spice up your cooking skills! Board 

an air-conditioned motor coach that will whisk you away to the 

center of Puerto Vallarta. There, you will take a guided walking 

tour through the highlights of this charming and exciting resort 

town situated on the Bay of Banderas. You will see the always 

popular Malecon (the main boardwalk area), the sea horse sculp-

ture, incredible ocean-side views and the breathtaking cathedral, 

Our Lady of Guadalupe. While in the downtown area, you will 

be given the chance to shop along the way and purchase  

souvenirs and mementos of your time in Mexico. Then, it’s on 

to River Cuale Island, where you will be enchanted by the sights 

and sounds of this small island nestled in the heart of downtown 

Puerto Vallarta, with shops, statues and history—all yours to 

enjoy. You’ll then take a short walk to the main road where your 

motor coach will be waiting to take you to your cooking lesson. 

Your destination is a gourmet Mexican restaurant where the chef 

will be waiting to tantalize your palate with authentic Mexican 

fare that you will learn to prepare yourself. Bring your appetite 

and have fun becoming the next Mexican chef du jour!

Please note: For hygiene reasons, please wear a short-sleeved shirt 

and leave your hand jewelry in a safe place on the ship.

Yelapa & Majahuitas

Approximately 7 hours • $$

Relax on board a modern catamaran as you cruise south of 

Puerto Vallarta, following the spectacular tropical coastline of 

Banderas Bay. Your journey takes you past some of the most  

picturesque scenery in Vallarta, where dolphins and humpback 

whales are often sighted during the winter months. Wade in the 

water from the catamaran to the tranquil beach of Majahuitas,  

an unspoiled area of natural beauty on the southern coast of 

Banderas Bay. Only accessible by sea, Majahuitas is the tropical 

cove of everyone’s dreams. With swaying palms, white sands, 

crystal clear waters and gentle surf, Majahuitas offers ideal  

conditions for swimming, snorkeling and kayaking. Eco-tourists 

will certainly enjoy the abundance of wildlife in Majahuitas. 

Many species of birds and reptiles inhabit the area and, from 

Thanksgiving to Easter, the bay is full of sea turtles, dolphins, 

giant manta rays, and humpback whales. Whatever your fancy, 
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extraordinary flora and fauna hidden away under the canopy of 

the jungle. 

Please note: Wear comfortable, closed-toe shoes (athletic shoes or 

boots). Tour consists of a series of seven ziplines as well as two 

rappels through waterfalls, a double cross, mule ride and 20-minute 

hike. Guides help participants use high-angle equipment and 

techniques. Elements are situated between 10 and 250 feet above the 

ground. This tour is physically demanding and is not suitable for 

young children, overweight or unfit people. Guests who are pregnant 

are not permitted on this tour. Not recommended for those with 

heart, seizure or balance disorders, or back, neck or shoulder prob-

lems, or a fear of heights. Maximum weight is 220 lbs. Minimum 

age is 12 years. Tour operator reserves the right to refuse those who 

they do not feel are fit to participate. A light snack and water bottle 

is included. Cameras are not permitted for safety reasons. Bring a 

change of clothes and insect repellent. Waiver form must be signed. 

America’s Cup 
Challenge 

Approximately 3 hours • $$$

Experience the thrill of racing the famous Australia One—a 

new-generation America’s Cup race boat in Puerto Vallarta. 

You’ll actively participate in one of the most exclusive sporting 

events in the world as you grind the winch, trim the sails or take 

the helm to help lead your crew to victory—a once-in-a-lifetime 

adventure where no prior sailing experience is necessary. An 

international crew will show you the ropes and guide you 

(hopefully) to victory! 

Please note: Wear soft-soled shoes, sunscreen and sunglasses. 

Minimum age is 8 years. 

appear under the influence of alcohol and or drugs. Terrain is 

mainly flat, dirt roads—dusty, but fun! Optional bandanas for the 

dust are available.

Sea Lion Encounter

Approximately 3 hours • Participant $$ • Observer $

Sea lions are lovable rascals—comical, mischievous, playful and 

very friendly! Fast, agile and adorable, sea lions are fascinating 

to be around. It is certain that their inclination to engage in 

play and include humans in their games is what makes sea lion 

encounters so exhilarating, and you are sure to cherish this 

encounter for a long time to come. This is a fun way to really get 

acquainted with our affectionate marine mammal friends! 

A trainer will brief you on sea lion physiology and behavior 

before you enter the water and have an opportunity to play, pet, 

shake a flipper or two, and possibly receive a big fishy kiss!

Please note: Minimum height 4’5”. Maximum group size of eight 

people in any one session. Do not wear sunscreen or jewelry as they 

harm the sea lions’ skin.

Outdoor Challenge

Approximately 6 hours • $$$

Experience the thrill of discovering the flora and fauna in the 

jungles of the Sierra Madre on this Outdoor Challenge. Designed 

for maximum adventure, the Outdoor Challenge takes place in 

an area of pristine, unspoiled forest where scenic beauty and rich 

ecological habitats create a true tropical paradise. This active 

excursion brings out the kid in you! The adventure begins with a 

panga boat ride and off-road adventure to the heart of the tropi-

cal forests, where you’ll learn a variety of wilderness techniques, 

ride mules, splash through streams, rappel through waterfalls 

into natural river pools, and soar 250 feet above the ground over 

the jungle foliage on a series of amazing ziplines! The trip 

leaders’ knowledge of the landscape and wildlife makes this tour 

an unforgettable adventure, and their expertise ensures a fun and 

educational trip into the wilderness. Discover and explore the 
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San Diego City Tour & Airport Transfer

Approximately 3 hours • Flights after 3:00pm only 
With prepaid transfer voucher – $ 
Without prepaid transfer voucher – $$ 
Guests returning to the ship – $$

Explore San Diego, driving through La Jolla, a charming seaside 

town situated high atop the cliffs, and the beach communities of 

Point Loma. Pass through the Gas Lamp Quarter downtown and 

cross the bridge to Coronado Island. See the reputedly haunted 

Hotel del Coronado, drive through Balboa Park and see Bankers 

Hill, with a short shopping stop in the Old Town. 

Transfer to San Diego Airport
Approximately 45 minutes • $

As a convenience to guests who have not pre-booked an  

airport transfer, we offer transportation to San Diego Airport  

for guests with flights departing after time 12:30pm on the day of  

disembarkation.

➤	 san diego, 
california
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Scenic San Francisco 

Approximately 3½ hours • Flights after 3:00pm only 
With prepaid transfer voucher – $$ 
Without prepaid transfer voucher – $$ 
Guests returning to the ship – $$

Explore one of the most beautiful cities in the world. Marvel at 

the beautifully restored Victorian homes in the historic Pacific 

Heights area. Enjoy the serene lakes and lawns of Golden Gate 

Park, and Italian North Beach with its cafés and bistros, before 

entering the hustle and bustle of Chinatown. Other highlights 

might include a drive over the world-famous Golden Gate 

Bridge, as well as an introduction to some of San Francisco’s 

neighborhoods, each with its own special charm. Pass by the  

historic Cliff House on the Great Pacific Highway with expansive 

views. Weather and time permitting, Twin Peaks provides  

spectacular views of the city known as the Jewel of the West.  

The tour ends with an optional stop at Pier 39 where you may 

choose to spend some time exploring the numerous shops and 

attractions of the waterfront before returning to the ship or 

transferring to the airport.

Muir Woods & Sausalito

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Crossing the spectacular Golden Gate Bridge, you’ll have a 

chance to visit one of the few remaining groves of virgin coastal 

Redwoods. These world-famous trees are among the tallest and 

oldest in existence. The nature trail at Muir Woods leads you 

into the heart of the cathedral-like grove of trees. Take a moment 

to enjoy the serenity of this majestic setting while learning the  

fascinating history of the giant Redwoods. After your visit with 

nature, continue on to the artist colony of Sausalito. The winding 

roads, cliffside homes and houseboat havens make this a unique 

➤	 san  
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Five Bays by Catamaran 

Approximately 2½ hours • $$ 

Huatulco is known for its beautiful bays and beaches. Visit five 

out of its nine bays aboard the motorized catamaran, Tequila. 

First is Chahue Bay, which is the next bay to be developed with 

hotels, a marina and beach club, then Tangolunda Bay with its 

natural beauty. Pass the spectacular blowhole in the next bay and 

look up to the “stone face” rock formation as you sail to pristine 

Organo Bay, accessible only by boat. Visit peaceful Maguey Bay 

before returning to the pier. Open bar with domestic drinks 

included.

➤	 santa cruz 
huatulco, 
mexico

Mountain Bike Tour 

Approximately 2½ - 3 hours • $$

You’ll be issued a Cromoli 18-speed mountain bike and helmet, 

given a brief safety lecture and route overview and then your ride 

will begin. As you bike along paved roads, you’ll pass Chahue 

Bay en route to the Tangolunda Viewpoint for a break before 

continuing downhill to Tangolunda Beach Park. A 30-minute 

stop here will offer the chance (swells permitting) for a swim in 

the ocean, and a fresh water shower. Then you’ll head for the 

hotel zone of Tangolunda Bay, biking to Chahue Bay via a  

different path. Stop at the central plaza at La Crucesita before 

your return to the pier. Please note: Dress in appropriate exercise 

attire. At Tango-lunda Beach Park, there are changing facilities, 

showers and toilets. If you intend to swim, wear your swimsuit 

under your clothing and bring a backpack with your towel and 

sunscreen. This is an active excursion and suitable only for those 

in top physical condition. The excursion leader speaks fluent 

English, but his crew does not. An escort vehicle will follow the 

group. A complete waiver release form is necessary to participate 

in this excursion.

Copalita River Float Trip

Approximately 3 hours • $$ 

The Copalita River is a great whitewater run with Class I-II 

waters. A custom-made all terrain vehicle will transport you  

from the pier to the put-in location. Safety equipment will be  

distributed and your guide will explain some paddle techniques. 

Then, the descent starts and you will be able to enjoy the  

landscape’s overwhelming natural beauty as you float down-

stream for some 90 minutes. You will land at a sandbank near 

the river’s estuary and your guide will offer a toast with Mezcal, 

the local drink. 

Please note: Wear your swimsuit, shorts, T-shirt, sport shoes and 

bring a set of dry clothes and shoes, sunscreen and insect repellent. 

Due to water levels, this tour operates from September to February 

only. Basic swimming skills are recommended. A waiver release 

form must be completed. Bottled water and soft drinks are available.

san francisco, california

area in the San Francisco region. Here, you will have time to 

explore the many art galleries, boutiques and quaint shops that 

abound in this bayside village. Enjoy a view of the spectacular 

San Francisco skyline across the bay as you stroll around this  

picturesque city on the water. 

Please note: This tour is available only to guests whose cruise does 

not begin or end in San Francisco.

Transfer to San Francisco Airport
Approximately 45 minutes • $

As a convenience to guests who have not pre-booked an airport 

transfer, we offer transportation to San Francisco Airport for 

guests with flights departing after 12 noon on the day of  

disembarkation.



66

santa cruz huatulco, mexico

67

santa cruz huatulco, mexico

ATV Jungle Adventure

Approximately 3½ - 4 hours • $$$ 

Comprehensive ATV driving instruction will be given and a 

briefing of the route. Start the tour on a tropical path surrounded 

by an amazing jungle that leads to the Huatulco River banks as 

your guide tells you about the flora and fauna of the region. The 

ride will then take you on a paved road to El Maguey Bay, a  

popular beach for locals with several restaurants, where you will 

have a one hour stop to swim, sunbathe or simply relax. Return 

through the low growth caducifolia jungle to the entry point, 

where transportation will be waiting to return you to the pier. 

Please note: You must have a valid driver’s license. Dress in appro-

priate attire to ride (jeans, long sleeve shirt and closed-toe shoes). 

Wear your swimsuit under your clothing and bring a backpack with 

towel and sunscreen. Insect repellent may also be needed. A waiver 

release form must be completed.

Sailing Adventure 

Approximately 3 hours • $$ 

The 44-foot cutter sloop sailboat Luna Azul will take you on a 

relaxing journey across some of the best bays of Huatulco. From 

Santa Cruz Marina, sail to Chahue and Tangolunda bays, with a 

margarita, beer, bottled water or soft drink. Admire the coastline 

and its dramatic backdrop of the jagged Sierra Madre mountains. 

Your experienced crew will welcome your questions on sailing 

basics, and let you take the helm, or trim the sails—or you may 

simply relax and enjoy! You may see turtles and dolphins. After 

a brief swimming stop in a secluded beach, the Luna Azul will 

return to the marina. 

Please note: Wear swim attire and bring a towel and sunscreen.

Bird Watching Eco-Tour

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Those interested in wildlife and tropical bird watching will  

discover a rich diversity in the trails of the Copalita River and the 

unspoiled low-growth caducifolia jungle beauty, including cedar, 

mahogany, ficus, mocambos and almond. You will likely spy  

several of the region’s 227 bird species including orioles, wood-

peckers, egrets, seagulls, falcons, sparrow hawks, parrots and 20 

varieties of hummingbirds. You will also see lizards, iguanas, 

deer, armadillos, squirrels and much more! If you have your own 

binoculars, bring them along. Enjoy a beverage while you take 

some great photos. During the journey, your guide will make  

several stops to observe and comment. The total walking distance 

covered in this tour is approximately three miles (two miles on  

a paved walkway and one on pathways and sandbanks). 

Please note: Wear a long-sleeved shirt, long pants, a hat and  

comfortable walking shoes.

La Crucesita & Scenic Drive 

Approximately 3½ hours • $ 

Transfer to the Tangolunda Bay district—home to deluxe hotels 

and fashionable housing estates. You’ll continue to Conejos Bay 

and the Copalita River estuary for breathtaking scenery. At El 

Chapulin (the grasshopper) and Mescal Plaza, take advantage of 

a 45-minute stop to explore Oaxaca’s arts and crafts products, 

traditions, costumes and culture. Watch the artisans at work, 

taste local products such as chocolate, mole, cheese, mescal and 

even grasshoppers, if you’re brave enough! Learn of the seven 

ethnic regions of Oaxaca State and see a sample of regional cos-

tume and dance from La Guelaguetza. At La Crucesita, you will 

visit the quaint new town and emerging resort, and spend one 

hour independently browsing through the bustling market and 

stores of the central plaza. The last stop on this tour will be at La 

Entrega Viewpoint for a chance to take photos of your ship,  

the beach and the coral reef. Conclude with a transfer back to  

the pier.
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Boats, Bridges & Billionaires
with Airport Transfer 

 Approximately 3 hours 
With prepaid transfer voucher – $
Without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

Meet your driver/guide dockside for a narrated drive to 

Lake Union. Step aboard a sightseeing boat and enjoy both 

Lake Union and Lake Washington on this 1½-hour cruise. Hear 

live narration on the fascinating history and interesting facts 

of Seattle. See Gasworks Park and the historic houseboat and 

floating home communities, including the home featured in the 

movie Sleepless in Seattle. Your tour will bring you through the 

Montlake Cut into Lake Washington, passing by the University 

of Washington’s Husky Stadium, cruising further into the lake 

past the world’s longest floating bridge. Here, you will catch a 

glimpse of the residence of Seattle’s most-recognized Microsoft 

multi-billionaire. Explore Seattle’s unique blend of city living 

and the natural beauty that surrounds it, with the chance to view 

both Mt. Rainier and the Cascade Mountains. Limited food and 

drinks are available for purchase on board. After returning to 

Lake Union, you’ll re-board your motor coach for a narrated ride 

to the SeaTac International Airport or return to the ship.

Please note: Available to guests with flights departing after 1:30pm. 

Panoramic Seattle & Airport Transfer 

Approximately 2 hours 
With prepaid transfer voucher – $
Without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

Didn’t have time to see the sights of Seattle before your cruise? 

Join this fully narrated driving tour to learn the history of 

Seattle past and present. You’ll not only experience the heart of 

Seattle in the vibrant downtown core, you’ll also see some of the 

sights that make Seattle famous. Cross a drawbridge to reach 

➤ seattle, 
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the Ballard and Fremont neighborhoods. A road sign as you 

enter Fremont declares this eclectic district to be the Center of 

the Universe, and demands that you set your watch ahead five 

minutes. Catch a view of the magnificent campus of the 

University of Washington and Husky Stadium—a football field 

boasting one of the finest views in Seattle. You’ll pass right by the 

Space Needle, both historic and amazingly futuristic at the same 

time, and the bizarre Experience Music Project building which 

you will find either monstrous or marvelous, with little likeli-

hood of middle ground! Watch for the world-famous Pike Place 

Market packed with farm-to-market stalls and colorful flow-

ers, then your tour ends with a transfer to SeaTac International 

Airport or return to the ship.

Please note: Available to guests with flights departing after 1:00pm. 

Best of Seattle & Airport Transfer 

Approximately 3½ hours 

With prepaid transfer voucher – $
Without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

Past and present thrive side by side in Seattle, and you’ll see the 

best of what Seattle has to offer. View Seattle’s new sports stadi-

ums, then discover the historic flavor of Pioneer Square, Seattle’s 

birthplace dating back to 1852. Pass the International District 

and tour through the downtown core and shopping district 

and circle the Seattle Center campus on your way to the Space 

Needle, where you’ll soar to the top by elevator for an unforget-

table vista of the Emerald City. From here, you’ll head through 

newly renovated Belltown to the Pike Place Market—the West 

Coast’s largest and oldest open-air farmers’ market. Here you’ll 

have the opportunity to browse the hundreds of curio shops and 

local artisan stalls. Don’t forget to check out the “Flying Fish”—

one of the more famous vendors at the Market. Your tour ends 

with a transfer to SeaTac Airport or returning to the ship.

Please note: Available to guests with flights departing after 2:00pm. 

SeaTac Airport Transfer 
Approximately 45 minutes • $

As a convenience to guests who have not pre-booked an airport 

transfer, we offer transportation to the airport for guests with 

flights departing after 11:30am on the day of disembarkation.
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Spectacular Copper Canyon 
Overnight Adventure

  2 days/1night • $$$$

Day 1 (L, D)

Join this journey back in time to Mexico’s famous and fabulous 

Copper Canyon—an adventurer’s dream come true.  You will 

travel by train, plane, motor coach and Hummer to explore 

a world of lost Indian tribes, stunning scenery and even a 

Mennonite colony. Transfer from the pier to Mazatlán Airport 

for your flight to Chihuahua—a town rich in museums and 

elaborate mansions that belonged to the cattle, agriculture and 

mining barons of colonial times.  Transfer from Chihuahua 

Airport to Posada Barrancas in the heart of the Copper Canyon 

Mountain Range. You will eat your box lunch on board the bus. 

You’ll stop (time permitting) to visit to the Menonnites in the 

Cuahutemoc farm country.  These traditional, pacifist people 

immigrated to Mexico from Canada almost 100 years ago. 

Known for their ability to make hostile land productive, they 

were invited by the Mexican government to help develop this 

countryside.  A visit to Mennonite country is like stepping back 

into the 19th century. Once at your hotel you may choose to 

enjoy the vistas of the mountains and canyons stretching to the 

horizon or you may elect to take a short hike to a Tarahumara 

Indian stone house that sits on a granite cliff with incredible 

views.  Dine at your hotel tonight. 

Day 2 (B, L)

Breakfast at the hotel before setting out by Hummer to admire 

the views of the canyon. From a glass viewing platform you will 

see the canyon and the balanced Piedra Volada stone. Enjoy 

lunch at the hotel. This afternoon, join the one-day Copper 

Canyon tour on the train that will transport you into the Copper 

Canyon, on what travel writers have called one of the most 

spectacular train rides in the world. The railroad took 100 years 
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to build. It begins at sea level and winds more than 400 miles 

through 87 tunnels and crossing 37 bridges.  Along the way you 

will view flora and fauna ranging from sub-tropical to alpine.  

You will view lakes, waterfalls, forested mountains, river canyons 

more than a mile deep, sleepy pueblos, ranchos and more.  Leave 

the train at the town of El Fuerte—a colonial settlement in the 

foothills outside of the Copper Canyon.  The legendary Zorro 

grew up here—his home now is a famous hotel and museum.

Please note: The train cars are not wheelchair accessible. Bring 

a coat due to the elevation and possible weather systems mov-

ing through. In December and January, in addition to your coat, 

bring hat and gloves as there could be snow at the higher eleva-

tions. Occasional fog can limit the view at the top of the canyon. 

Comfortable walking shoes are recommended as the terrain is 

uneven at the stops. Guests who have a heart condition or 

respiratory difficulties should note that the tour gains over 7,000 

feet in elevation in a short period of time. For your enjoyment, there 

is a car on the train selling beverages and snacks (US dollars; only 

cash accepted).

The Copper Canyon 
by Train 

 Approximately 18 hours • $$$$

Holland America Line is thrilled to offer one of the world’s 

great train rides as a shore excursion for our guests. The Copper 

Canyon Train is a notch in the belt of serious travelers, and the 

canyon itself is legendary for its breath taking scenery and 

stunning landforms. Don’t miss this once-in-a-lifetime opportu-

nity. However, it is essential that you bring a spirit of adventure! 

This is not a typical train ride in any sense. This rugged, full-day 

adventure will begin with a meeting time on board of 4:00am for 

a 4:30am departure (subject to change). Take a two-hour drive 

by motor coach to the town of El Fuerte where you will board 

your privately chartered train on the Chihuahua Pacifico railway. 

Enjoy a leisurely morning and a continental boxed breakfast on 

board the train while you traverse the magnificent Sierra Madre 

Mountain range, and eventually enter the Copper Canyon, only 

accessible by rail. Your approximately six-hour rail journey (each 

way) will wind through tunnels and bridges as you climb from 
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Los Mochis City, Gardens & Shopping

Approximately 4 hours • $

On your visit to the central area of Los Mochis, you will first 

view plantings of endemic and introduced plant species, colorful 

flowers and trees of the Botanical Gardens. The Gardens have 

been neglected for many years, but the city is now embarking on 

an ambitious restoration program that will come to fruition over 

the next decade. Don’t miss the local regional museum that 

illustrates the progress of life in the state of Sinaloa. You will pass 

by the Sugar Factory and explore the Cathedral Sagrado Corazon 

de Jesus, and the main plaza of Los Mochis on a one-hour 

walking tour. Finally, you will have some time on your own for 

shopping.

Please note: It is a 30-minute drive each way to Los Mochis.

The Best of Topolobampo

Approximately 7 hours • $$$

Start  with a journey back in time to about 100 years ago when 

the city of Los Mochis was founded by North American entre-

preneur, Benjamin Johnston,  who built  the largest sugarcane 

empire on the American continent. Visit Mr. Johnston’s private 

botanical gardens, now the Sinaloa Botanical Gardens.  They 

were designed by the same architect that built the Gone with the 

Wind movie sets and landscapes.  In season, you can taste real 

sugar cane. Experience a beautiful real life working Mexican 

mango plantation and flower nursery.  Try the mango ice cream, 

and take an informal “cooking class,” helping out the Mexican 

ladies on the hacienda as they make corn tortillas by hand, beans 

and fresh farmer’s cheese.  Then of course you have a chance 

to sample it all. Next, head for the colonial town of El Fuerte, 

founded in 1564 by the Spanish conquistadores. According 

to legend and local folklore tales, this is where the real Zorro, 

Diego de La Vega, was born.  See his statue and the old mansion-

museum that took 220 pounds of gold to construct, now the 

Hotel Posada del Hidalgo. Savor a tasty, buffet-style barbecue 

lunch; tap your feet to the Mexican folkloric dances and stroll 

through the picturesque plaza, the governor’s palace, the church 

and the 18th-century mansions on a historic walking tour. This 

sea level to 7,200 feet. Arrive at Posada Barrancas, where lunch 

will be served at the Posada Barrancas Convention Center. Before 

or after lunch, there will be a short transfer by school bus to the 

Mirador Hotel where you will have the chance to admire the 

vastness of the Copper Canyon from the terrace of the hotel. A 

Tarahumara dance presentation will be held outside the entrance 

to the hotel. Board the train for your journey back to El Fuerte. 

Enjoy an afternoon boxed snack, and then transfer by motor 

coach from El Fuerte for your return to the ship. The journey up 

and back will be along the same route, considered by many to be 

one of the most scenic rail routes in the world. 

Please note: The train cars are not wheelchair accessible. Bring 

a coat due to the elevation and possible weather systems 

moving through. In December and January, in addition to your 

coat, bring hat and gloves as there could be snow at the higher 

elevations. Occasional fog can limit the view at the top of the 

canyon. Comfortable walking shoes are recommended as the terrain 

is uneven at the stops. Guests who have a heart condition or 

respiratory difficulties should note that the tour gains over 7,000 

feet in elevation in a short period of time. For your enjoyment, there 

is a car on the train selling beverages and snacks (US dollars; only 

cash accepted).

Bay, Birds & 
Dolphins Cruise 

  
Approximately 2½ hours • $

Explore the historic Bay of Topolobampo, founded initially by 

north American settlers who came in the late 1800s with the idea 

of establishing a Socialist utopian community. From the yacht 

club, enjoy a relaxing two-hour cruise aboard a comfortable 

42-foot boat. Your experienced captain will take you close to the 

playful dolphins that abound in the bay and play near the boat. 

Then, you will cruise to Bird Island to see different species of 

birds in their natural habitat. 

Please note: Bring a sweater or windbreaker as it can be cool 

December through February. Minimum age is 5 years.
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plaza, where you will begin a guided walking tour of the town as 

described above. 

Please note: Minimum age is 5 years.

Mango Plantation Hacienda & Flower Nursery

Approximately 4½ hours • $$

On the way to the city of Los Mochis, your guide will provide 

narration on the region and its culture, and will tell you about 

the all-important sugar industry that is the backbone of the local 

economy. Passing by the Sugar Factory, your guide will describe 

the sugar refining process and you will have a chance to try a 

piece of sugar cane. On the outskirts of Mochis city, you will pass 

agricultural fields of different crops including corn, tomatoes, 

and peppers. Visit Mariposa Hacienda, a real working Mexican 

plantation growing mangoes and greenhouse flowers. Hear how 

the produce is grown at the hacienda, and you will have time to 

purchase mango ice cream, mango candy, and mango marma-

lade —also produced here. On the way back, a short stop will be 

made at a local Mayo-Indian community where artisan bread 

is baked in brick ovens. A sample of fresh bread will be offered. 

Return to the pier in Topolobampo. 

Please note: Minimum age is 5 years.

Deserted Sand Dune 
Island by Yacht  

Approximately 4 hours • $$

All aboard a 40-foot yacht departing from the marina yacht 

club.  Enjoy butler service and an open bar during the 45-minute 

boat ride to a deserted sand dune island. Transfer by motorized 

zodiac-style boat from the yacht to the beach. You and your fel-

low passengers will enjoy the exclusive peace and beauty of this 

uninhabited, isolated beach. Admire the Sea of Cortez, kayak  

or just lounge under the safari-style tent. Limited to 20 guests.  

Transportation included to and from the marina.

is a journey back in time to the romantic Mexico of the 17th and 

18th centuries.

Land of Zorro with 
Native Culture or River Float Options
It is a two-hour drive to El Fuerte—a colonial city with lovely 

architectural highlights. You will start your walking tour at a 

historical mansion, built in the 1880s, and now the famous Hotel 

Posada del Hidalgo. Hear the legend of Don Diego de la Vega, el 

Zorro, who was said to be born in this old mansion. Lunch will 

be served here, followed by a folkloric show. Afterwards, visit an 

18th-century Spanish church, the Municipal Palace, the colonial 

main plaza, the fort museum and lookout point, and various old 

houses that recall an era of opulence. Enjoy a delicious lunch 

with barbecue grilled meats and local black bass fish fillets (in 

season), and corn on the cobs. To complete your tour, choose 

either the Tehuecos village or the river float option (A or B) 

below:

A. Land of Zorro & Native Culture

Approximately 6½ hours • $$$

In addition to visiting El Fuerte as described above, travel to 

the Indian village of Tehuecos, where you will meet members 

of the Mayo tribe, related to the Apache and Navajo tribes of 

the old west, and see how they make pottery and crafts. Watch 

the Mayo Natives perform their ancient dances in an authentic 

village setting.

B. Land of Zorro & River Float

Approximately 6½ hours • $$$

Board a river raft for a 50-minute gentle float down a nearby 

river (no white water). The rafts carry eight persons each with 

padded seating, and you will be provided with a life vest. There 

is a captain to row, so you do not need to touch the water at 

any time. Relax and enjoy the scenery, birds, palms and tropi-

cal plants. A naturalist-guide will accompany the tour and will 

point out the tropical plants and birdlife seen along the river’s 

edge. Disembark the raft at El Fuerte and walk to the main 
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Highlights of Vancouver & Granville Island 

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Discover the highlights of Vancouver, a city of mountains,  

seascapes, forests and unique architecture, including the soaring 

cedars of Stanley Park, exotic Chinatown and historic Gastown. 

Your motor coach will drive to 1,000-acre Stanley Park, of 

which 800 acres are forested. Enjoy a short stop at the totem 

poles before you continue past Brockton Point Lighthouse to 

Prospect Place for a glimpse of the North Shore Mountains, West 

Vancouver and the Lion’s Gate Bridge. Meandering through the 

park to English Bay, you will travel though the downtown core 

to historic Gastown, Vancouver’s oldest neighborhood. You will 

pass through the second-largest Chinatown in North America 

and cross the bridge to Granville Island on False Creek inlet for 

some free time to explore the area that was once a mudflat but 

now boasts three theatres, a hotel, galleries, boutiques,  

restaurants, marine stores and a brewery.

Please note: This tour is available only to those guests whose cruise 

does not begin or end in Vancouver.

Stanley Park & Scenic Grouse Mountain

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Tour Vancouver’s famous Stanley Park to marvel at a thousand 

acres of forest, trails, gardens, restaurants and beaches surround-

ed by a six-mile sea wall. Stop at the totem poles to learn about 

and photograph these native carvings. Crossing the magnificent 

Lions Gate Bridge, you will head to Vancouver’s North Shore 

suburbs. You will drive to Grouse Mountain for a gondola ride 

to the top to enjoy incredible views of the city and surrounding 

areas. Returning to Stanley Park, you will stop at Prospect Point 

to take in the ocean views and the islands in the distance. Pass 

English Bay beach and the densely populated West End residen-

tial area, and cross the Burrard Street Bridge to drive through the 
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Maviri Beach Get Away 

Duration varies • $$

Enjoy a day at Topolobampo’s local beach just a 15 minute drive 

from the pier. A special VIP area is reserved exclusively for the 

Holland America Line guests. Lunch is at the best beach club 

restaurant-bar at Maviri Beach. Included is Topolobampo’s 

speciality of the house, pescado sarandeado (mesquite grilled and 

marinated fresh fish—the catch of the day) as well as one drink 

such as a margarita, piña colada or a Mexican beer.

Marine Life Sanctuary 

Approximately 3 hours • $$$

Many Marine biologists call Farallon Island “an ocean oasis” 

because of its abundance of pristine marine life.  It has also been 

used as research center by oceanographers from major ecological 

organizations. This island is a huge rock refuge for many exotic 

forms of sea life in the middle of the blue ocean waters and is a 

marine sanctuary teeming with marine life, birds and a sea lion 

colony. It has been called “the Galápagos of the Sea of Cortez” 

because of its population of endemic animals. The Sanctuary 

Express is a 35-foot U.S. Coast Guard-certified vessel with a top 

cruising speed of more than 40 knots. Since this area is great for 

snorkeling, snorkel equipment and life preservers are available on 

board for each passenger.

Black Bass Fishing at Lake El Fuerte 

Approximately 6 hours • $$$$

Noted by several fishermen’s publications as “one of the best 

kept secret bass fishing spots in Mexico,” the El Fuerte freshwater 

paradise is just 1½ hours from the pier. There are various great 

fishing spots in this scenic lake at the foot of the Sierra Madres. 

Each two-passenger boat includes a captain. Tackle, rods, box 

lunch, drinks and beer included.
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Butchart Gardens & Short City Drive

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

This tour provides you with the very best of Victoria,  

combining the city’s unique highlights with a visit to the world-

famous Butchart Gardens. Take in Chinatown and the Gates of 

Harmonious Interest, along with Olde Towne and scenic Marine 

Drive. At the Butchart Gardens, see how the Butchart family 

transformed the Gardens from a barren rock quarry to what is 

now one of the world’s best known horticultural attractions, 

covering more than 55 acres. The Gardens are a lush paradise 

of flowers, rare trees and winding paths created more than 

100 years ago. Enjoy the cascading fountains and foot bridges 

connecting the many themed gardens, including the beautiful 

Sunken Garden, the Japanese Garden and the Rose Garden. A 

map will help you on your self-guided tour. 

Please note: This tour operates only during daytime calls in Victoria.

Victoria Highlights & Craigdarroch Castle

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

Discover Victoria’s rich history on a tour of this charming 

Provincial Capital. Driving through the stately downtown core 

you will see Government Street, the Legislative buildings, and 

Chinatown’s Gates of Harmonious Interest. See the last remnants 

of Fort Victoria in Olde Towne together with Bastion Square, 

the home to the “Hanging Judge.” Follow Antique Row to 

Craigdarroch Castle. This Canadian National Historic Site was 

built in the 1800s. It is a 39-room, 20,000-square-foot mansion 

featuring the finest building materials. Marvel at the intricate 

paneled woodwork, stained-glass windows and Victorian-era 

furniture. Climb the tower for a superb view of the surrounding 

areas including the Lieutenant Governor’s mansion. Marine 
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prestigious Shaughnessy neighborhood en route back to the ship.

Please note: This tour is available only to those guests whose cruise 

does not begin or end in Vancouver. 

Vancouver City Tour  
with Airport or Hotel Transfer

Approximately 3½ hours 
With/without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

For guests departing Vancouver on flights late in the day, this 

excursion provides an excellent opportunity to visit one of 

Canada’s most beautiful and cosmopolitan cities. View highlights 

from Vancouver’s varied urban scenes, including bustling down-

town, historically renovated Gastown district, exotic Chinatown 

and Stanley Park—nestled near the city center and resplendent 

with its lush forests, totem poles and scenic promenades. This 

tour includes Robson Street and Vancouver’s business district. 

Your tour concludes at Vancouver Airport or one of the Holland 

America Line’s Vancouver Hotel Properties (Pan Pacific, 

Fairmont Waterfront Centre, Fairmont Vancouver Airport).

Please note: This tour is only available to disembarking guests  

transferring to Vancouver Airport with flights after 4:00pm, or  

transferring to Holland America Line Vancouver hotel properties.

Motor Coach Transfer to Seattle

Approximately 3¼ hours • $$  
Transferring to SeaTac Airport (flights after 2:00pm only)

As a convenience to interested guests, a motor coach transfer  

service is available from dockside to SeaTac Airport. While not  

a sightseeing tour, this transportation also serves the downtown 

Seattle Sheraton and Fairmont Olympic hotels.

Vancouver Airport Transfer 

Approximately 40 minutes • $ 
Transferring to Vancouver Airport (flights after 11:15am only)

As a convenience to guests who have not pre-booked an airport 

transfer, we offer transportation to the airport for guests with 

flights departing Vancouver on the day of disembarkation.
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Drive leads you back to the ship with vistas of the Olympic 

Mountains and Strait of Juan de Fuca. 

Grand City Drive & Empress High Tea

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

This elegant excursion takes in the finest of Victoria’s English 

traditions. Travel through the exclusive Uplands and Oak Bay 

residential areas with lovely manicured private gardens. Enjoy 

stunning views along Marine Drive with Mt. Baker and the Gulf 

Islands as a backdrop. You will stop high atop Mt. Tolmie with 

vistas of Victoria and its surrounding sea and mountain panora-

mas. The next stop is the landmark Empress Hotel, where the 

rich and famous and genuine royalty have enjoyed the Victoria 

tradition of High Tea at the Empress. Pastries, Devonshire cream, 

jellies and other fare combine with the Empress Hotel’s own pri-

vate blend of tea to create the atmosphere of a bygone era. Seated 

in the Tea Lobby, you will discover the fine dining ambience that 

embodies all that is Victoria. During evening calls, the Empress 

Tea is available exclusively through Holland America Line.

A Taste of Victoria: Wine & Chocolate

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

Take an orientation of Victoria, departing from Ogden Point. 

Your guide will point out the majestic Legislative Building, the 

Empress Hotel and the picturesque inner harbor. Continue to 

Chinatown (the oldest in Canada) passing through the Gates of 

Harmonious Interest and Antique Row, with a wealth of history 

dating to the gold rush days. Then, you will continue through 

scenic farmland to the Church & State Winery. On arrival you 

will be greeted with a sampling of wine and introduced to the 

winery. From here you will proceed to the barrel room where 

you will learn about the wines and hear about the latest taste 

sensation which involves wine tasting and pairing with 

chocolate truffles. Enjoy some free time browsing the wine/gift 

shop or simply stroll through the winery at your leisure. 
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Ale Trail 
& Pub Tour  

Approximately 3¾ hours • $$

Victoria is perhaps best known for its flowers and gardens, but it 

has a secret treasure that few visitors have time to really enjoy—

pubs! Some are in the traditional English style; others are truly 

Canadian. Three separate pubs and select samples of local brews 

at each location are included. Enjoy some of the finest brews 

found in Canada as you tour with new friends and old! Light 

appetizers are provided at two of the stops; other food and 

beverage items may be purchased. 

Please note: Minimum age is 19 years. 

Victoria by Horse-Drawn Trolley

Approximately 1 hour • $$

Experience Victoria at the pace of yesteryear. Your horse-drawn 

trolley awaits, with blankets to keep you warm in the cool 

breeze. The trolley is drawn by two magnificent draught horses 

dressed in fine harness and the passenger area is covered to pro-

vide protection in the unlikely event of a summer shower. Your 

guided tour heads out from the pier along the Victoria water-

front and then travels through the historic James Bay residential 

neighborhood. You will wind your way back along the harbor 

with stunning views of the thousands of lights trimming the 

Legislative Buildings. 

Victoria Highlights

Approximately 2 hours • $

Discover Victoria’s rich history and scenic beauty on a tour of 

this charming provincial capital. Driving through the stately 

downtown core you will see Government Street, the Legislative 

Buildings, Chinatown and the last remnants of Fort Victoria. 

Follow Antique Row before passing Craigdarroch Castle and the 

Lieutenant Governor’s mansion. The Mt. Tolmie Lookout high 

above the city offers breathtaking views of downtown Victoria 
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Highlights of Ixtapa & Zihuatanejo

Approximately 3 hours • $

Zihuatanejo is a small fishing village that preserves its quaint  

customs and way of life, in spite of the continuous intrusion of 

progress. Because of its small size, in a short time you will see  

the major hotels and other points of interest. Then, make a short 

trip to Agua de Correa to get the real “feel” of a typical Mexican 

town, and continue five miles to Ixtapa—the computer-planned 

resort area. See the Palma Real Golf Club, beautiful beaches, 

modern luxury hotels and restaurants along the ocean. Look 

around the shopping center and stop for a cooling refreshment. 

You can leave the motor coach in the Zihuatanejo shopping area 

and take the short walk back to the pier.

Isla Ixtapa 

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Join this delightful island getaway! A short ride takes you to 

Playa Linda, where a small boat is waiting to transport you to 

the charming Isla Ixtapa—a protected natural reserve. The island 

is located just north of the main Ixtapa beach and is fringed by 

three beautiful beaches. Take a swim or lounge on the beach. 

Snorkel equipment is included. A delicious lunch of local flavors 

and beverages will be served.

Please note: Wear your swimsuit; bring a towel, sunscreen and hat. 

Not suitable for physically challenged guests.

➤	 zihuatanejo, 
mexico
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and the surrounding countryside. Come away with lasting  

memories of this delightfully “British” city.

Orca Whale Watching

Approximately 3½ hours • $$$

Tour Victoria’s Inner Harbour and surrounding coastline in an 

enclosed, high-speed boat, then head for open water to observe 

the abundant local wildlife as described above. Although sight-

ings can’t be guaranteed, this excursion boasts a 90% success rate 

of seeing seals, sea lions, porpoises and numerous species of sea 

birds, as well as the killer (orca) whales that make their home in 

these waters. The high-speed Expedition catamaran is the best 

platform for viewing whales and offers comfort second to none. 

Experienced naturalists on board use hydrophones so you can 

hear the whales communicate in their natural environment. See 

the unique habitat that is also a haven for a myriad of bird life 

combined with the natural beauty of the Pacific Northwest.
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creatures and discover the pleasure of swimming with dolphins. 

Please note: Minimum age is 8 years. Wear a swimsuit and a cover-

up. To protect the dolphins, do not wear sunscreen or jewelry.

A Visit 
to Petatlan 

 Approximately 4 hours • $

Travel to Petatlan to visit one of the most revered shrines in 

Mexico, the Church of Father Jesus de Petatlan. Board an air-

conditioned motor coach for a drive through Zihuatanejo and 

Agua de Correa en route to Petatlan. You’ll pass coconut and 

mango plantations along the way. Disembark in the main square 

and enter the church which boasts high-arched ceilings and 

superb stained-glass windows. Its statue of St. Father de Petatlan 

draws the faithful from all over Mexico and the world, who come 

in search of miraculous cures. After your visit, explore the plaza 

and enjoy a beverage.

Ixtapa Canopy Adventure 

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Enjoy an eco-adventure park outing where 22 exciting activities 

await you among the trees. You’ll be surrounded by the nature 

and fauna of the region. Activities include ziplines, an oscillating 

bridge, stirrups, monkey-bridge, speleologist stairs and more, 

distributed across approximately 1½ miles. The length of the 

largest zipline is 750 feet and there are 10 more before you reach 

the ground. Equipment provided includes a harness, helmet, lug, 

pulley, gloves and special mountain-climbing ropes. 

Please note: Minimum age is 8 years; maximum weight is 250 lbs. 

Not suitable for guests with back or neck problems or women who 

are pregnant.
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Snorkel Adventure

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Enjoy a snorkel adventure in Zihuatanejo on board the 96-foot, 

cruising catamaran, Dancer. Cast off from Zihuatanejo Bay and 

motor 45 minutes to Playa Manzanillo. Anchoring near a coral 

reef and close to the beach, you can swim, snorkel or walk on the 

beach for an hour. Back on board, a continental breakfast will be 

served as the Dancer runs back into the bay of Zihuatanejo. 

A DJ will play your favorite music while you enjoy an open bar 

of domestic beer, tequila and local drinks.

Please note: Snorkeling takes place from the side of the boat in deep 

water. Life jackets are provided to everyone who wishes to snorkel. 

All equipment is provided. Wear swim attire and bring a towel and 

sunscreen.

Town & Countryside

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Discover the local way of life as you tour the village of 

Zihuatanejo. Take in the panoramic view of this tranquil bay 

with your ship gleaming in the distance. Visit a tropical 

plantation of bananas, mangos and pineapples. Witness the 

ancient workmanship of terra cotta, then relax at a remote 

beach called Barra the Potosi, where you will be able to watch 

wild birds and enjoy a refreshment under the shade of a palapa. 

Return to civilization and stop at a vantage point to admire a 

bird’s-eye view of the planned resort region of Ixtapa.

Dolphin Swim 

Approximately 2 hours • Participant $$$$ • Observer $

Enjoy the wonderful experience of interacting with the most 

intelligent and lovely marine mammals—the dolphins. In this 

program you’ll get the chance to touch them, to give them a 

warm hug, to receive a tender kiss and to take a ride on the 

dolphin’s belly holding on to its pectoral fins. Being propelled 

through the water by two dolphins might be the best memory of 

your life. Take home a photo of your time with these marvelous 
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cancellation of overland adventures and overnight tours:
The cancellation policy for Overland Adventures and Overnight 
Tours is (with no exceptions):
•	 30 days before tour date:	 25% penalty
•	 14 days before tour date:	 50% penalty
•	 Within 14 days:	 non-refundable

Please note that the Cancellation Protection Plan covers pre-booked 
Shore Excursions, including Overland Adventures and Overnight 
Tours, if cancellation is made up to 24 hours prior to commence-
ment of cruise. Tours cancelled within 24 hours prior to com-
mencement of cruising or while on board are not covered by the 
Cancellation Protection Plan and are subject to the above penalties. 
In the event a complete tour is cancelled by Holland America Line 
or the tour operator, pre-booked refunds will be handled on board. 
Very shortly after each booking deadline/cancellation date, e-mails 
are sent from the ship to the agencies concerned, informing them 
of our definite requirements for meals, seats on aircraft, number of 
automobiles and motor coaches, etc., and commitments are made. If 
notice of cancellation is received after the booking deadline/cancella-
tion date, a refund can be assured only if the ticket is resold. Guests 
are encouraged to pre-purchase shore excursions. We recommend 
speaking with the Shore Excursion Manager on board if you have any 
questions about your physical ability to take part in any shore excur-
sion. Should you opt not to take the tour following this discussion, 
full reimbursement will be made provided the cancellation is made 
within 24 hours of boarding the ship. For Overland Adventures and 
Overnight Tours, due to the in-depth nature of the adventures, most 
areas are not accessible to wheelchairs and require a considerable 
amount of activity.

guides, services & transportation:
In certain interesting but off-the-beaten-track places, professional 
guides and vehicles are at a premium. The best available are engaged. 
For all tours other than the Signature Collection, it is exceptional for 
drivers of public hire vehicles to speak any language but their own 
and it is not always possible to obtain air-conditioned buses or taxis 
in many ports. However, we do our utmost to find the very best 
excursion packages for your touring pleasure. Guests who leave  
during a tour for which transportation is included must thereaf-
ter provide for their own transportation and services at their own 
expense. Transportation standards vary from country to country. 

self-guided excursions:
Guests who do not join these prearranged shore excursions must rely 
on whatever transportation is available in each port. If you choose to 
devise your own excursion, we suggest that you remind the driver or 
tour escort of the ship’s sailing time. Of course, the ship’s facilities are 
fully available to guests while in port.

conditions:
Shore excursions are “Non-Holland America Line Services” for the 
purposes of your Cruise Contract. This means that shore excursions 
are not owned or operated by Holland America. Refer to your Cruise 
Contract for a full statement of your rights and obligations as well as 
those of the Owner of the Ship, Holland America Line Inc. and cer-
tain other persons and entities with respect to Non-Holland America 
Line Services. In particular, please note that you are assuming the 
entire risk of utilizing Non-Holland America Line Services subject 
only to whatever terms or arrangements are made by you or on your 
behalf with the third party furnishing the Non-Holland America 
Line Services. Holland America does not assume liability for injuries 
or damages that occur during or as a result of shore excursions, nor 
is Holland America Line liable for loss of or damage to any baggage 
or other property which occurs ashore, for any reason whatsoever. 
Shore excursions are subject to cancellations or changes. Shore excur-
sion operators reserve the right to deny participation to guests based 
on such criteria as they may establish. Children under 18 must be 
accompanied by a parent or responsible adult aged 21 or older.

about pricing, refunds & cancellations:
Rates and descriptions are current as of the printing date. Prices are 
subject to change without notice and descriptions may vary from the 
actual tour provided. All cancellations that are made less than 5 days 
prior to cruise departure are subject to a 10% cancellation fee. There 
will be no exceptions. In addition, if you cancel your tour reservation 
after the booking deadline stated in the Shore Excursion Planning 
Form on board, or if you cancel a Signature Collection private vehicle 
tour, a 100% cancellation fee will apply since transportation and  
services will have already been arranged.




