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sightseeing tours

Santa Marta Highlights & Folklore Show

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Santa Marta is the capital of Magdalena state and is located on 

the spectacular coastline of Colombia. The city was founded in 

1525. The cathedral, built in four years later by the Dominicans, 

was named the Church of Santa Ana, and historians described the 

walls of the cathedral as “built with the barril boards carried by 

the river when it swelled.” The Customs House is an architectural 

monument, beautifully restored and preserved as the Bank of the 

Republic’s Gold Museum. It exhibits pre-Columbian artifacts 

and includes a small yet priceless collection of Tayrona gold and 

pottery pieces. San Pedro de Alejandrino Village dates back to the 

17th century. It is a country estate outside the city limits and has 

been the setting for many significant events in Colombian history. 

In 1830, don Joaquin Mier y Benitez offered his home to the Great 

Liberator Simon Bolivár—a refuge for this last days. It was later 

declared a National Monument by the Colombian Government. 

Not only has the interior of the house been preserved, but the 

many gardens have also been restored to their former glory by 

National Tourism Corporation. El Rodadero is a lively strip of 

hotel and apartments built around the Gaira Bay, where the 

beaches are particularly lovely. You will stop at a local hotel for a 

special folkloric show, soft drinks and beer, with a chance to shop 

for handicrafts before returning to the ship.

➤	 santa marta,  
colombia

Bay, accessible only by boat. Visit peaceful Maguey Bay before 

returning to the pier. Open bar with domestic drinks included.

Sailing Adventure 

Approximately 3 hours • $$ 

The 44-foot cutter sloop sailboat Luna Azul will take you on a 

relaxing journey across some of the best bays of Huatulco. From 

Santa Cruz Marina, sail to Chahue and Tangolunda bays, with a 

margarita, beer, bottled water or soft drink. Admire the coastline 

and its dramatic backdrop of the jagged Sierra Madre mountains. 

Your experienced crew will welcome your questions on sailing 

basics, and let you take the helm, or trim the sails—or you may 

simply relax and enjoy! You may see turtles and dolphins. After a 

brief swimming stop in a secluded beach, the Luna Azul will return 

to the marina. 

Please note: Wear swim attire and bring a towel and sunscreen.
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santarém, brazil

adventure tours

Tapajós National Forest

Approximately 4½ hours • $$

Depart the pier in Santarém, driving for 40 miles on Route 163, 

the Santarém-Cuiabá Highway, which is the only way to reach 

southern Brazil by road. Your destination is Tapajós National 

Forest—a section of the Brazilian Amazon that is a major resource 

of tropical hardwoods. The Tapajós National Forest covers an area 

of 1,482,660 acres and is protected by Federal law. Your forest walk 

will last about two hours. This tour is recommended for those 

who are interested in the primary forest flora. Jungle men will 

accompany you to help identify many different species of trees like 

the Brazil nut and rubber trees. 

Please note: Wear light clothing, a hat, sunscreen and comfortable 
walking shoes.

sightseeing tours

Santarém Highlights

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

Leave the pier and drive to the Cathedral of our Lady Conceição 

—the oldest building in Santarém. The church boasts a crucifix 

donated in 1846 by German scientist Frederic Von Martius, who 

was a member of Munich Academy of Science. Continue to Praça 

do Pescador (Fishermen’s Square), where you’ll enjoy free time 

for shopping. From downtown, the tour continues to the Manioc 

Flour House, where you will see rubber trees and Brazil nut trees. 

You will also learn how the local people make tapioca—one of the 

most important foods in the Amazon region. 

➤	 santarém,  
brazil

Please note: Wear light clothing, a hat, sunscreen and comfortable 
walking shoes.

Santarém & Alter Do Chão

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Depart the pier for a drive to Mercadão 2000. You will visit a 

fish and fruit market to see the variety of fish and tropical fruits 

consumed by the inhabitants of the Amazon area. Continue 

to the town center for a stop at the Cathedral of Our Lady of 

Conceição—the oldest building in Santarém, dating back to 

1761. Then, you’ll stop at Fishermen’s Square, where free time 

is allocated for shopping. Heading out of town, you will stop at 

the Manioc Flour House. Locally known as Casa da Farinha, this 

open-air facility gives visitors a chance to see rubber trees and 

Brazil nut trees. You’ll also find out what foods are important 

to the locals, and how they make the staple, tapioca. Continue 

out of town into rural Brazil to Alter do Chão, located on the 

clear Tapajós River and featuring lovely white sand beaches. This 

charming town is Santarém’s weekend resort. A brief, quaint 

folkloric show will be performed for your entertainment.

Please note: Wear light clothing, a hat, sunscreen and comfortable 
walking shoes. The fish market is active in the morning, and is 
therefore at its best during that time. Afternoon visits to the fish 
market are purely informational. 

boat tours

Maica Lake & Piranha Fishing

Approximately 5 hours • $$

Board a regional boat for a cruise to “the meeting of the waters,” 

where the Amazon and Tapajós Rivers come together. From there, 

continue to Maica Lake—a natural tributary outlet of the Amazon 

that more closely resembles a stream in a floodplain. As the boat 

meanders through the floodplain, the beautiful landscape of this 

area showcases the Amazon Basin. You will have the opportunity 

to see the local inhabitants, as well as many species of birds and 

possibly even a freshwater dolphin. Before returning to Santarém 



196

santarém, brazil

197

sightseeing tours

Boats, Bridges & Billionaires
with Airport Transfer 

 Approximately 3 hours 
With prepaid transfer voucher – $$
Without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

Meet your driver/guide dockside for a narrated drive to Lake 

Union. Step aboard a sightseeing boat and enjoy both Lake Union 

and Lake Washington on this 1½-hour cruise. Hear live narration 

on the fascinating history and interesting facts of Seattle. See 

Gasworks Park and the historic houseboat and floating home 

communities, including the home featured in the movie Sleepless 

in Seattle. Your tour will bring you through the Montlake Cut 

into Lake Washington, passing by the University of Washington’s 

Husky Stadium, cruising further into the lake past the world’s 

longest floating bridge. Here, you will catch a glimpse of the 

residence of Seattle’s most-recognized Microsoft multi-billionaire. 

Explore Seattle’s unique blend of city living and the natural beauty 

that surrounds it, with the chance to view both Mt. Rainier and 

the Cascade Mountains. Limited food and drinks are available for 

purchase on board. After returning to Lake Union, you’ll re-board 

your motor coach for a narrated ride to the SeaTac International 

Airport or return to the ship.

Please note: Available to guests with flights departing after 1:30pm. 

➤ seattle, 
washington

you’ll stop to fish for piranhas. Those who prefer not to fish can 

just relax on board and listen to the birdcalls. On the shores of 

Maica Lake you will stop for 30 minutes at one of the local beaches 

with clear water and white sand. The Tapajós River is wonderful 

place to swim, and you shouldn’t miss this chance to go swimming 

in the Amazon River system!

Please note: Bring your swimsuit and a towel. The water level in the 

Amazon basin fluctuates seasonally. Occasionally, tours that involve 

waterways may need to be rescheduled or modified at short notice.
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seattle, washington

shops and local artisan stalls. Don’t forget to check out the “Flying 

Fish”—one of the more famous vendors at the Market. Your tour 

ends with a transfer to SeaTac Airport or returning to the ship.

Please note: Available to guests with flights departing after 2:00pm. 

SeaTac Airport Transfer 
Approximately 45 minutes • $

As a convenience to guests who have not pre-booked an airport 

transfer, we offer transportation to the airport for guests with 

flights departing after 11:30am on the day of disembarkation. No 

sightseeing is included in this transfer.

Panoramic Seattle & Airport Transfer 

Approximately 2 hours  
With prepaid transfer voucher – $ 
Without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

Didn’t have time to see the sights of Seattle before your cruise? 

Join this fully narrated driving tour to learn the history of Seattle 

past and present. You’ll not only experience the heart of Seattle 

in the vibrant downtown core, you’ll also see some of the sights 

that make Seattle famous. Cross a drawbridge to reach the Ballard 

and Fremont neighborhoods. A road sign as you enter Fremont 

declares this eclectic district to be the Center of the Universe, and 

demands that you set your watch ahead five minutes. Catch a view 

of the magnificent campus of the University of Washington and 

Husky Stadium—a football field boasting one of the finest views 

in Seattle. You’ll pass right by the Space Needle, both historic and 

amazingly futuristic at the same time, and the bizarre Experience 

Music Project building which you will find either monstrous or 

marvelous, with little likelihood of middle ground! Watch for the 

world-famous Pike Place Market packed with farm-to-market 

stalls and colorful flowers, then your tour ends with a transfer to 

SeaTac International Airport or return to the ship.

Please note: Available to guests with flights departing after 1:00pm. 

Best of Seattle & Airport Transfer 

Approximately 3½ hours 

With prepaid transfer voucher – $ 
Without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

Past and present thrive side by side in Seattle, and you’ll see 

the best of what Seattle has to offer. View Seattle’s new sports 

stadiums, then discover the historic flavor of Pioneer Square, 

Seattle’s birthplace dating back to 1852. Pass the International 

District and tour through the downtown core and shopping 

district and circle the Seattle Center campus on your way to the 

Space Needle, where you’ll soar to the top by elevator for an 

unforgettable vista of the Emerald City. From here, you’ll head 

through newly renovated Belltown to the Pike Place Market—the 

West Coast’s largest and oldest open-air farmers’ market. Here 

you’ll have the opportunity to browse the hundreds of curio 
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adventure tours

Nature Trail & Beach Swim

Approximately 4 hours • $$

On leaving the pier, you will drive through the town of St. 

George’s and over the Old Fort Road to Morne Gazo. You’ll walk 

through an intact tropical, semi-deciduous rain forest—the only 

area of this type of forest remaining in the country. It serves as a 

watershed area and source of medicines, wildlife and recreation. 

From the summit there is a look-out platform with almost a 360° 

view. At the famous Grand Anse Beach, you will be welcomed 

with a rum punch or local beer or soft drink and may spend up to 

one hour on the beach. Changing facilities are available for those 

wishing to swim in the clear waters.

Please note: Entrance fees and bottled water included. Wear your 

swimsuit under your clothing; bring a towel, sunscreen and a hat.

River Tubing 

Approximately 3 - 3½ hours • $$$

The locals say Balthazar River “ain’t named Grenada’s Great River 

for notting.” Fed from sources located deep in the island’s interior, 

this river is nestled between exotic tropical rain forest, flora and 

fauna. Your adventure starts with a 45-minute drive out of the 

town of St. George’s and through the scenic hilly interior of the 

Grand Etang Rain Forest Reserve to Balthazar Estate. The drive 

brings you to the tubing launch site for the safety briefing. After 

the briefing, you will be provided with your life vest, modified 

inner tube and a paddle before getting into the river. A wet, wild 

and wonderful journey awaits as you and your guide gently spin 

and swirl in the currents of the river, taking in the exotic scenery 

of tropical vegetation and wildlife. This is a thrilling ride down 

➤	 st. george’s, 
grenada

the river, stopping only in the pools along the way to catch your 

breath. Then finally, at the last pool, there’s an opportunity for a 

swim before you enjoy a much-deserved rum punch or glass of 

local fruit juice before retuning to your ship.

Glass-Bottom Kayak

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Have you ever wanted to explore the underwater world without 

having to scuba dive or snorkel? Live your dream today with 

Grenada’s newest adventure. Climb aboard a sit-on-top, two- 

person, clear-bottom kayak and begin a fantastic journey over the 

Grand Mal coral reefs and down to Cherry Hill. Here, you will 

turn around and move on to Molinere Bay to view the popular 

diving reefs and experience the wonders of the underwater world 

from the surface. After 1½ hours you will return to base for a swim 

in the calm bay. Enjoy a drink at the bar (rum punch, local beer, 

local fruit juice, soft drink or water) before you return to the pier.

 

 

 sightseeing tours

Grenada Island Drive

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

From the pier, drive by coach through the quaint capital of St. 

George’s, passing the ruins of Government House, through St. 

Paul’s and on to the parish of St. David’s and plantations of cocoa 

and spices. At the seaside village of Marquis, the locals weave 

pandanus grasses into crafts; and at Soubise, brightly painted 

fishing boats dot the beaches. Visit a Nutmeg station, then turn 

inland to the National Park Nature Centre at Grand Etang Lake—

the park’s main attraction set in the crater of an extinct volcano.
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Historic Tampa & Transfer to Airport

Approximately 3½ hours • $$ 
(available to guests with flights after 3:00pm)

Tampa is a colorful city with a fascinating history. Native 

Americans first settled at the mouth of the Hillsborough River—

the area that is now the downtown business district. Today, you 

will visit the University of Tampa, located in the original Tampa 

Bay Hotel. Built in 1890 as a luxury hotel by railroad tycoon Henry 

B. Plant, this beautiful Victorian building is a National Historic 

Landmark modeled after the Alhambra in Spain. Stroll through 

some of the public rooms as you hear the history of this hotel. 

Continue with a drive through the Hyde Park area and along 

Bayshore Blvd with its beautiful old mansion facing the bay. Also 

included in the tour will be a drive past the St. Petersburg Times 

Forum—Tampa’s hockey and entertainment arena. Ybor City, 

once the cigar capital of the world, is now Tampa’s entertainment 

district. The cigar industry moved to from Key West to Tampa 

more than 100 years ago. Keep an eye out for the “ Shotgun 

Houses” that housed the immigrant cigar workers who settled 

here. Hear the history of the immigrants that settled in this part 

of Tampa and shaped this city. A stop at Centro Ybor allows for a 

short break. Whether you choose to enjoy café con leche (sweet 

Cuban coffee) or a light snack at one of the many restaurants in 

this historic area, you will be surrounded by item old and new. 

Finally, drive past the Columbia Restaurant—the oldest Spanish 

restaurant in the USA. It has grown from a local corner café to 

a world-famous restaurant covering an entire city block. Note 

the exquisite tilework on the outside of the building. En route to 

Tampa International Airport, you will see the New York Yankee’s 

Spring Training location, Legends Field. 

Please note: Available only to guests departing Tampa International 

Airport at 3:00pm or later.

➤	 tampa,  
florida

aquatic tours

Star Wind Catamaran & Snorkel Adventure

Approximately 3 hours • $$

This all-inclusive 60-foot catamaran cruise passes Grenada’s 

picturesque coastline and the beauty that Grenada has to offer, 

above and below the sea! Head to Flamingo Bay for snorkeling 

in the breathtaking underwater world of the Caribbean. Further 

south is one of Grenada’s beautiful white sand beaches, where 

you’ll swim or simply relax and enjoy paradise. Star Wind 5 will 

then make its way back to the port in St. George’s. Sandwiches and 

beverages are provided, including rum punch, fruit punch and soft 

drinks. The boat has a shade awning while anchored and you must 

walk in ankle-deep water to (dis)embark.

Please note: Wear your swimsuit under your clothing; bring a towel, 

sunscreen and a hat. Snorkel and mask are provided.

 

 boat tours

Rhum Runner Pleasure Cruise

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Board Rhum Runner to the sound of a steel band, as you are 

greeted with rum punch. Cruise around the Carenage—the inner 

harbor—proceeding along the scenic coastline, hugging the shore 

to the Long Point Shoal and Morne Rouge Beach. At the beach, 

the purpose-built craft allows guests to disembark directly on 

to the sand for 1½ hours of relaxation. Rum punch flows, and 

fresh fruit, crackers and cheese are offered. En route back to St. 

George’s, compete in the limbo dance for prizes of T-shirts and 

bottles of rum. The dancing continues all the way back to port.

Please note: Wear your swimsuit under your clothing and bring a 

towel, sunscreen and a hat.
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sightseeing tours

Highlights of Vancouver & Granville Island 

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Discover the highlights of Vancouver, a city of mountains, forests 

and unique architecture, including the soaring cedars of Stanley 

Park, exotic Chinatown and historic Gastown. Your coach will 

pass through 1,000-acre Stanley Park. Enjoy a short stop at the 

totem poles before you continue past Brockton Point Lighthouse 

to Prospect Place for a glimpse of the North Shore Mountains, 

West Vancouver and the Lion’s Gate Bridge. Meandering through 

the park to English Bay, you will travel though the downtown core 

to historic Gastown, Vancouver’s oldest neighborhood. See the 

second-largest Chinatown in North America and cross the bridge 

to Granville Island on False Creek inlet for some free time to 

explore the area that was once a mudflat but now boasts theatres, a 

hotel, galleries, boutiques, restaurants, stores and a brewery.

Please note: This tour is available only to those guests whose cruise 

does not begin or end in Vancouver.

Stanley Park & Scenic Grouse Mountain

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Tour Vancouver’s famous Stanley Park to marvel at a thousand 

acres of forest, trails, gardens, restaurants and beaches surrounded 

by a six-mile sea wall. Stop at the totem poles to learn about and 

photograph these native carvings. Crossing the magnificent Lions 

Gate Bridge, you will head to Vancouver’s North Shore suburbs. 

You will drive to Grouse Mountain for a gondola ride to the top to 

enjoy incredible views of the city and surrounding areas. Returning 

to Stanley Park, you will stop at Prospect Point to take in the ocean 

views and the islands in the distance. Pass English Bay beach and 

the densely populated West End residential area, and cross the 

➤	 vancouver,  
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canada Burrard Street Bridge to drive through the prestigious Shaughnessy 

neighborhood en route back to the ship.

Please note: This tour is available only to those guests whose cruise 

does not begin or end in Vancouver. 

Vancouver City Tour & Airport or Hotel Transfer

Approximately 3½ hours 
With/without prepaid transfer voucher – $$

For guests departing Vancouver on flights late in the day, this 

excursion provides an excellent opportunity to visit one of Canada’s 

most beautiful and cosmopolitan cities. View highlights from 

Vancouver’s varied urban scenes, including bustling downtown, 

historically renovated Gastown district, exotic Chinatown and 

Stanley Park—nestled near the city center and resplendent with 

its lush forests, totem poles and scenic promenades. This tour 

includes Robson Street and Vancouver’s business district. Your 

tour concludes at Vancouver Airport or one of the Holland 

America Line’s Vancouver Hotel Properties (Pan Pacific, Fairmont 

Waterfront Centre, Fairmont Vancouver Airport).

Please note: This tour is only available to disembarking guests 

transferring to Vancouver Airport with flights after 4:00pm, or 

transferring to Holland America Line Vancouver hotel properties.

Motor Coach Transfer to Seattle

Approximately 3¼ hours • $$  
Transferring to SeaTac Airport (flights after 2:00pm only)

As a convenience to guests, a motor coach transfer service is 

available from dockside to SeaTac Airport. This transportation 

also serves the downtown Seattle Sheraton and Fairmont Olympic 

hotels. No sightseeing is included in this transfer.

Vancouver Airport Transfer 

Approximately 40 minutes • $ 
Transferring to Vancouver Airport (flights after 11:15am only)

As a convenience to guests who have not pre-booked an airport 

transfer, we offer transportation to the airport for guests with 

flights departing Vancouver on the day of disembarkation. No 

sightseeing is included in this transfer.
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sightseeing tours

Butchart Gardens & Short City Drive

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

This tour provides you with the very best of Victoria, combining 

the city’s unique highlights with a visit to the world-famous 

Butchart Gardens. Take in Chinatown and the Gates of 

Harmonious Interest, along with Olde Towne and scenic Marine 

Drive. At the Butchart Gardens, see how the Butchart family 

transformed the Gardens from a barren rock quarry to what is 

now one of the world’s best known horticultural attractions, 

covering more than 55 acres. The Gardens are a lush paradise of 

flowers, rare trees and winding paths created more than 100 years 

ago. Enjoy the cascading fountains and foot bridges connecting the 

many themed gardens, including the beautiful Sunken Garden, the 

Japanese Garden and the Rose Garden. A map will help you on 

your self-guided tour. 

Victoria Highlights & Craigdarroch Castle

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

Discover Victoria’s rich history on a tour of this charming 

Provincial Capital. Driving through the stately downtown core 

you will see Government Street, the Legislative buildings, and 

Chinatown’s Gates of Harmonious Interest. See the last remnants 

of Fort Victoria in Olde Towne together with Bastion Square, 

the home to the “Hanging Judge.” Follow Antique Row to 

Craigdarroch Castle. This Canadian National Historic Site was 

built in the 1800s. It is a 39-room, 20,000-square-foot mansion 

featuring the finest building materials. Marvel at the intricate 

paneled woodwork, stained-glass windows and Victorian-era 

furniture. Climb the tower for a superb view of the surrounding 

➤	 victoria,  
b.c.,  
canada areas including the Lieutenant Governor’s mansion. Marine Drive 

leads you back to the ship with vistas of the Olympic Mountains 

and Strait of Juan de Fuca. 

Grand City Drive & Empress High Tea

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

This elegant excursion takes in the finest of Victoria’s English 

traditions. Travel through the exclusive Uplands and Oak Bay 

residential areas with lovely manicured private gardens. Enjoy 

stunning views along Marine Drive with Mt. Baker and the 

Gulf Islands as a backdrop. You will stop high atop Mt. Tolmie 

with vistas of Victoria and its surrounding sea and mountain 

panoramas. The next stop is the landmark Empress Hotel, where 

the rich and famous and genuine royalty have enjoyed the Victoria 

tradition of High Tea at the Empress. Pastries, Devonshire 

cream, jellies and other fare combine with the Empress Hotel’s 

own private blend of tea to create the atmosphere of a bygone 

era. Seated in the Tea Lobby, you will discover the fine dining 

ambience that embodies all that is Victoria. During evening calls, 

the Empress Tea is available exclusively through Holland America 

Line.

A Taste of Victoria: Wine & Chocolate

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

Take an orientation of Victoria, departing from Ogden Point. Your 

guide will point out the majestic Legislative Building, the Empress 

Hotel and the picturesque inner harbor. Continue to Chinatown 

(the oldest in Canada) passing through the Gates of Harmonious 

Interest and Antique Row, with a wealth of history dating to the 

gold rush days. Then, you will continue through scenic farmland 

to the Church & State Winery. On arrival you will be greeted with 

a sampling of wine and introduced to the winery. From here you 

will proceed to the barrel room where you will learn about the 

wines and hear about the latest taste sensation which involves wine 

tasting and pairing with chocolate truffles. Enjoy some free time 

browsing the wine/gift shop or simply stroll through the winery at 

your leisure. 
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Victoria Highlights

Approximately 2 hours • $

Discover Victoria’s rich history and scenic beauty on a tour of this 

charming provincial capital. Driving through the stately downtown 

core you will see Government Street, the Legislative Buildings, 

Chinatown and the last remnants of Fort Victoria. Follow Antique 

Row before passing Craigdarroch Castle and the Lieutenant 

Governor’s mansion. The Mt. Tolmie Lookout high above the 

city offers breathtaking views of downtown Victoria and the 

surrounding countryside. Come away with lasting memories of 

this delightfully “British” city.

boat tours

Orca Whale Watching

Approximately 3½ hours • $$$

Tour Victoria’s Inner Harbour and surrounding coastline in an 

enclosed, high-speed boat, then head for open water to observe 

the abundant local wildlife as described above. Although sightings 

can’t be guaranteed, this excursion boasts a 90% success rate of 

seeing seals, sea lions, porpoises and numerous species of sea 

birds, as well as the killer (orca) whales that make their home in 

these waters. The high-speed Expedition catamaran is the best 

platform for viewing whales and offers comfort second to none. 

Experienced naturalists on board use hydrophones so you can 

hear the whales communicate in their natural environment. See 

the unique habitat that is also a haven for a myriad of bird life 

combined with the natural beauty of the Pacific Northwest.

Ale Trail 
& Pub Tour  

Approximately 3¾ hours • $$

Victoria is perhaps best known for its flowers and gardens, but it 

has a secret treasure that few visitors have time to really enjoy—

pubs! Some are in the traditional English style; others are truly 

Canadian. Three separate pubs and select samples of local brews at 

each location are included. Enjoy some of the finest brews found 

in Canada as you tour with new friends and old! Light appetizers 

are provided at two of the stops; other food and beverage items 

may be purchased. 

Please note: Minimum age is 19 years. 

Victoria by Horse-Drawn Trolley

Approximately 1 hour • $$

Experience Victoria at the pace of yesteryear. Your horse-drawn 

trolley awaits, with blankets to keep you warm in the cool breeze. 

The trolley is drawn by two magnificent draught horses dressed 

in fine harness and the passenger area is covered to provide 

protection in the unlikely event of a summer shower. Your 

guided tour heads out from the pier along the Victoria waterfront 

and then travels through the historic James Bay residential 

neighborhood. You will wind your way back along the harbor with 

stunning views of the thousands of lights trimming the Legislative 

Buildings. 
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Willemstad Trolley Train

Approximately 1¾ hours • $

Transfer by taxi across the Queen Juliana Suspension Bridge, 200 

feet above Willemstad. In the Punda section of town, you will 

board a trolley train for a tour of Curaçao’s distinctive Dutch 

colonial architecture and the sights and sounds of island life. Stop 

at the “wedding cake” house and see the Pietermaai Cathedral; 

drive past the floating fish and vegetable market, Mikve Emmanuel 

Israel (the oldest synagogue in the Western Hemisphere) and see 

Queen Wilhelmina Park, and the Waterfort Arches. Finally, visit 

Fort Amsterdam, built in 1635 with its beautiful Protestant church. 

Return taxi transportation to the ship is included, or you may 

choose to stay in town and return to the ship on your own.

Please note: You may enter the cathedral if it is open. 

Curaçao Country Drive 

Approximately 3½ hours • $

Explore the northwestern part of the island on this scenic 

excursion. Your first stop is at a former slave hut—now a 

museum displaying interesting objects used by the island’s African 

population. Continue to the impressive caves of Boka Tabla, 

located near the northernmost point of the island. You’ll see how 

the powerful Caribbean Sea created a natural bridge here. On the 

west side of the island, you’ll discover a typical fishing village. Your 

guide points out how the locals used to live in this area. Don’t 

miss the statue that is said to protect the fisherman, located in 

front of the Westpoint Church. Next, travel to Knip Beach, one 

of the Caribbean’s finest strands, designated a natural swimming 

pool by UNESCO in 1973. The hilly landscape around this area is 

➤	 willemstad,  
curaçao

indicative of Curaçao’s volcanic origins. Returning to the ship, you 

will pass by the salt flats of St. Willibrordus and see the multitude 

of flamingoes that have claimed this territory as their own. Your 

guide will also point out the home of Jan Kok. Local legend tells of 

a very handsome Dutchman who conquered the heart of many a 

Curaçao damsel. 

Curaçao’s African Heritage 

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Learn all about the history of the slave trade and the life of slaves 

living and working among the colonists of Curaçao. First you will 

visit the Kura Hulanda Museum for a guided tour that covers 

the kidnapping and forced relocation of Africans to the Americas 

and Caribbean in the 17th - 19th centuries. The Kura Hulanda 

Museum impressively exhibits the Transatlantic Slave Trade in its 

totality, from slave capture in Africa trough the Middle Passage 

and relocation in the New World. Next a bus ride takes you via 

the countryside to Plantation House Santa Martha and its former 

plantation. Along the way you will hear about the slave rebellion 

from 1795. At the property of Santa Martha, a guided tour shows 

how slaves were trained to be craftsmen and were sold like a 

commodity on the international slave market at Curaçao, then 

shipped to other islands in the Caribbean and to North and South 

America. You can also see how slaves lived at the slave house on 

Santa Martha Plantation. Visit the Plantation house to see how it 

is currently used as a social workplace. If you wish, you can buy 

authentic handmade products here. On the way back to the city, 

you pass sites where the fights between slaves and government 

troops took place and where the slaves were ultimately defeated. 

You will also see where slaves were forced to work on the saltpans 

to collect the salt needed for the fish industry. Finally, you will be 

visit the Slave Monument marking the place the where the bodies 

of the leaders of the Slave Rebellion were thrown into the sea. 

Please note: Wear sturdy, comfortable walking shoes.
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Curaçao Beach Express

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Travel to the west side of Curaçao on a one-of-a-kind, hand-

painted Tropical Bus. The Beach Express takes you to the “other 

side” of the island where nature reigns and the beaches are 

unspoiled. Enjoy the scenery as your host provides you with 

interesting information about Curaçao. You’ll pass by historic 

plantation houses, panoramic mountain views, wildlife, salt flats 

and flamingos. After a fun and relaxing ride you will come to Playa 

Porto Mari, a famous Beach where you can enjoy swimming in the 

beautiful Caribbean waters, snorkeling or just relaxing.

Please note: Wear your swimsuit under your clothing; bring 

sunscreen, sunglasses and a towel. Snorkeling equipment and beach 

chairs are provided. Bathrooms and showers are available.

Curacao Sea Aquarium

Approximately 3 hours • $$

The perfect opportunity to accompany family and friends who 

go diving and/or snorkeling. You will be picked up dockside by a 

local authorized taxi. From there you are driven to the Curacao 

Sea Aquarium Park, where a tour guide will show you around 

and explain what the Curaçao Sea Aquarium has to offer. View 

many different coral reef fish, sharks, turtles, dolphins, sea lions 

and more. Then, join your family and friends after their dive/

snorkel activity to look at their pictures taken by a professional 

photographer. To complete the tour, there will be enough time 

to see more of the aquarium and dolphins at the Curaçao Sea 

Aquarium. A local authorized taxi will bring you back to the ship.

Ostriches & Aloe

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Venture outside the city to visit two interesting farms in Curaçao. 

First, crossing the Queen Juliana Bridge at 200 feet above sea level, 

take in the spectacular view of the capital, Willemstad. Heading 

northeast, you will pass by the Franklin D. Roosevelt House,  

the American Consulate on the island. Your guide points out 

interesting sites along the way before you arrive at the Aloe 

Plantation of Curaçao, where an aloe expert explains the 

wonderful traits of, and many uses for, this “miracle” plant. 

Continue on to the Ostrich Farm, the largest of its kind outside 

Africa. Following a warm reception, embark on a safari vehicle 

with the ostrich farm guide, and enjoy an opportunity to interact 

with Earth’s largest birds. You may have a chance to try hand-

feeding these birds, while others look on! Experience the ostrich’s 

development from egg to adult, and perhaps witness a little 

surprise emerging from an egg. Keep your eye out for the ostrich 

dance, performed by a male named Don Juan. The return drive 

to the ship follows a southeasterly course and affords views of 

Curaçao.

Highlights of Curaçao & Folkloric Show

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Dutch influence is ever-present in Curaçao. Your first stop is at  

the Curaçao Museum, with old-world, authentic furnishings in a 

19th-century military hospital. Your guide will play some songs 

on the Carillon (the largest organ), then visit the gallery to see the 

Snip—the first plane that crossed from Europe to the New World. 

By coach, view the lovely capital of Willemstad, crossing the Queen 

Juliana Bridge at 200 feet above sea level. Watch for the Franklin 

Roosevelt House and the American Consulate. Next you’ll visit the 

Distillery of Chobolobo, where the world-famous Blue Curaçao 

liqueur is still made by hand according to an ancient recipe based 

on the peels of the orange brought by the Spaniards in the 15th 

century. Finally, enjoy a charming folkloric show, where dancers 

demonstrate the Tumba—the rhythmic dance of the island. A 

brief “workshop” is included!
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phases of this unforgettable adventure. So even if you have never 

snorkeled or dived in your life you can join this unforgettable 

adventure. After the time in the water you will see photos of your 

adventure. Prints can be purchased. To complete the tour there 

will be enough time to visit the aquarium. A local authorized taxi 

will return you to the ship.

 
boat tours

 
Spanish Water Snorkel Expedition

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Board a motorboat near the pier to begin a scenic ride along 

the coastline. At the site of a sunken tugboat, you can swim and 

snorkel to appreciate the abundant marine life and multi-colored 

coral, or if you prefer, simply relax on board. Enjoy music and 

rum or fruit punch as you travel back to the pier. 

Please note: Wear your swimsuit and bring a towel. Snorkel 

equipment is included. Minimum age is 4 years.

Curaçao See & Sea

Approximately 2½ hours • $$

Board the Seaworld Explorer semi-submarine and sit in air- 

conditioned comfort five feet below the surface of the water. View 

sealife through large windows over a wall dropping sharply several 

hundred feet. See tropical fish such as yellowtail snapper, sergeant 

majors, parrotfish and queen angelfish, as well as delicate colonies 

of coral. Watch as a diver is surrounded by hungry fish that he 

feeds by hand in front of your window. Back on land, cross the 

Queen Juliana Bridge and continue to the Negrita—an 84-foot 

replica sailing schooner with a tasting room for Blue Curaçao 

liqueur and Ponche Cuba. In the Punda section, your guide points 

out the major landmarks. You may choose to stay in town and 

return to the ship on your own. 

Please note: Minimum age is 5 years. 

aquatic tours

Curaçao Dolphin Encounter

Approximately 3½ hours • $$$

A safe and exciting interactive dolphin program for all ages, 

this will be the adventure that you will never forget. Step onto a 

shallow platform to actually embrace and caress the most amazing 

animals of the sea—the dolphins. A dolphin behaviorist will teach 

you dolphin biology, behavior, and conservation. No aquatic skills 

are required for this safe and unforgettable dolphin experience. 

Curaçao Dolphin Swim

Approximately 3½ hours • $$$$

Enjoy this exciting adventure that includes close interaction with 

these amazing mammals in the dolphin pool. You can really touch 

the dolphins, play some games with them, hitch a ride on their 

dorsal fins, and experience a sloppy dolphin kiss! An informative 

talk shares facts and statistics about the dolphins. 

Please note: Minimum height is 4’3’’ tall. Participants must be 

experienced swimmers, accustomed to using fins, and be height and 

weight proportionate. Ratio of guests to dolphins is 6:2. Actual swim 

time with dolphins is 30-40 minutes.

Animal Encounters: Dive or Snorkel Options

Snorkel: Approximately 3 hours • $$$ 
Dive: Approximately 3 hours • $$

Travel by local authorized taxi to the Curaçao Sea Aquarium.  

At the Sea Aquarium, you’ll hear a safety briefing, then get ready 

for 30 - 45 minutes in the water with a certified PADI instructor. 

This is an exciting water adventure for first-time or experienced 

snorkelers/divers in just 12 feet of water. Feel the thrill of hand-

feeding sharks, turtles, stingrays and beautiful Caribbean fish. 

Safety comes first at the Curacao Sea Aquarium, so sharks and 

turtles are fed through holes in fitted Plexiglas windows. PADI-

certified instructors will lead you step by step through all the 
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adventure tours

Ixtapa Canopy Adventure 

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Enjoy an eco-adventure park outing where 22 exciting activities 

await you among the trees. You’ll be surrounded by the nature 

and fauna of the region. Activities include ziplines, an oscillating 

bridge, stirrups, monkey-bridge, speleologist stairs and more, 

distributed across approximately 1½ miles. The length of the 

largest zipline is 750 feet and there are 10 more before you reach 

the ground. Equipment provided includes a harness, helmet, lug, 

pulley, gloves and special mountain-climbing ropes. 

Please note: Minimum age is 8 years; maximum weight is 250 lbs. 

Not suitable for guests with back or neck problems or women who 

are pregnant.

sightseeing tours

Highlights of Ixtapa & Zihuatanejo

Approximately 3 hours • $

Zihuatanejo is a small fishing village that preserves its quaint 

customs and way of life, in spite of the continuous intrusion of 

progress. Because of its small size, in a short time you will see the 

major hotels and other points of interest. Then, make a short trip 

to Agua de Correa to get the real “feel” of a typical Mexican town, 

and continue five miles to Ixtapa—the computer-planned resort 

area. See the Palma Real Golf Club, beautiful beaches, modern 

luxury hotels and restaurants along the ocean. Look around the 

shopping center and stop for a cooling refreshment. You can leave 

➤ zihuatanejo, 
mexico

the motor coach in the Zihuatanejo shopping area and take the 

short walk back to the pier.

Isla Ixtapa 

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Join this delightful island getaway! A short ride takes you to 

Playa Linda, where a small boat is waiting to transport you to the 

charming Isla Ixtapa—a protected natural reserve. The island is 

located just north of the main Ixtapa beach and is fringed by three 

beautiful beaches. Take a swim or lounge on the beach. Snorkel 

equipment is included. A delicious lunch of local flavors and 

beverages will be served.

Please note: Wear your swimsuit; bring a towel, sunscreen and hat. 

Not suitable for physically challenged guests.

Town & Countryside

Approximately 3½ hours • $$

Discover the local way of life as you tour the village of Zihuatanejo. 

Take in the panoramic view of this tranquil bay with your ship 

gleaming in the distance. Visit a tropical plantation of bananas, 

mangos and pineapples. Witness the ancient workmanship of terra 

cotta, then relax at a remote beach called Barra the Potosi, where 

you will be able to watch wild birds and enjoy a refreshment under 

the shade of a palapa. Return to civilization and stop at a vantage 

point to admire a bird’s-eye view of the planned resort region 

of Ixtapa.

A Visit 
to Petatlan 

Approximately 4 hours • $

Travel to Petatlan to visit one of the most revered shrines in 

Mexico, the Church of Father Jesus de Petatlan. Board an air- 

conditioned motor coach for a drive through Zihuatanejo and 

Agua de Correa en route to Petatlan. You’ll pass coconut and 

mango plantations along the way. Disembark in the main square 

and enter the church which boasts high-arched ceilings and superb 
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Dolphin Swim 

Approximately 2 hours • Participant $$$$ • Observer $

Enjoy the wonderful experience of interacting with the most 

intelligent and lovely marine mammals—the dolphins. In this 

program you’ll get the chance to touch them, to give them a warm 

hug, to receive a tender kiss and to take a ride on the dolphin’s 

belly holding on to its pectoral fins. Being propelled through the 

water by two dolphins might be the best memory of your life. Take 

home a photo of your time with these marvelous creatures and 

discover the pleasure of swimming with dolphins. 

Please note: Minimum age is 8 years. Wear a swimsuit and a cover-

up. To protect the dolphins, do not wear sunscreen or jewelry.

stained-glass windows. Its statue of St. Father de Petatlan draws the 

faithful from all over Mexico and the world, who come in search 

of miraculous cures. After your visit, explore the plaza and enjoy a 

beverage.

aquatic tours

Snorkel Adventure

Approximately 3 hours • $$

Enjoy a snorkel adventure in Zihuatanejo on board the 96-foot, 

cruising catamaran, Dancer. Cast off from Zihuatanejo Bay and 

motor 45 minutes to Playa Manzanillo. Anchoring near a coral 

reef and close to the beach, you can swim, snorkel or walk on the 

beach for an hour. Back on board, a continental breakfast will 

be served as the Dancer runs back into the bay of Zihuatanejo. A 

DJ will play your favorite music while you enjoy an open bar of 

domestic beer, tequila and local drinks.

Please note: Snorkeling takes place from the side of the boat in deep 

water. Life jackets are provided to everyone who wishes to snorkel. 

All equipment is provided. Wear swim attire and bring a towel and 

sunscreen.

Las Gatas Snorkel & Jungle Hike

Approximately 4 hours • $$

Ferry in a local panga (about a 10-minute ride) from the pier in 

Zihuatanejo to Las Gatas Beach Club, a Robinson Crusoe-style 

resort. Guests wishing to snorkel along the rocks nearby will depart 

with their guide, whereas beginners can access another snorkel area 

via the beach. All snorkeling is guided. Participate in the guided 

nature walk into the jungle and up to the lighthouse to learn about 

the local flora and fauna. You will then be served a buffet-style 

lunch including guacamole and chips, quesadillas, potato salad, 

fruit salad and two beverages (including beer).

Please note: Kayaks are available for rent. For those not wishing to 

make the full hike to the lighthouse, there is a half-way point in the 

jungle where you can return with the guide.
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general information

guides, services & transportation:
In certain interesting but off-the-beaten-track places, professional 
guides and vehicles are at a premium. The best available are engaged. 
For all tours other than the Signature Collection, it is exceptional for 
drivers of public hire vehicles to speak any language but their own 
and it is not always possible to obtain air-conditioned buses or taxis 
in many ports. However, we do our utmost to find the very best 
excursion packages for your touring pleasure. Guests who leave  
during a tour for which transportation is included must thereaf-
ter provide for their own transportation and services at their own 
expense. Transportation standards vary from country to country. 

self-guided excursions:
Guests who do not join these prearranged shore excursions must rely 
on whatever transportation is available in each port. If you choose to 
devise your own excursion, we suggest that you remind the driver or 
tour escort of the ship’s sailing time. Of course, the ship’s facilities are 
fully available to guests while in port.

conditions:
Shore excursions are “Non-Holland America Line Services” for the 
purposes of your Cruise Contract. This means that shore excursions 
are not owned or operated by Holland America. Refer to your Cruise 
Contract for a full statement of your rights and obligations as well as 
those of the Owner of the Ship, Holland America Line Inc. and cer-
tain other persons and entities with respect to Non-Holland America 
Line Services. In particular, please note that you are assuming the 
entire risk of utilizing Non-Holland America Line Services subject 
only to whatever terms or arrangements are made by you or on your 
behalf with the third party furnishing the Non-Holland America 
Line Services. Holland America does not assume liability for injuries 
or damages that occur during or as a result of shore excursions, nor 
is Holland America Line liable for loss of or damage to any baggage 
or other property which occurs ashore, for any reason whatsoever. 
Shore excursions are subject to cancellations or changes. Shore excur-
sion operators reserve the right to deny participation to guests based 
on such criteria as they may establish. Children under 18 must be 
accompanied by a parent or responsible adult aged 21 or older.

➤	 general 
information

about pricing, refunds & cancellations:
Rates and descriptions are current as of the printing date. Prices are 
subject to change without notice and descriptions may vary from the 
actual tour provided. All cancellations that are made less than 5 days 
prior to cruise departure are subject to a 10% cancellation fee. There 
will be no exceptions. In addition, if you cancel your tour reservation 
after the booking deadline stated in the Shore Excursion Planning 
Form on board, or if you cancel a Signature Collection private vehicle 
tour, a 100% cancellation fee will apply since transportation and  
services will have already been arranged.

cancellation of overland adventures and overnight tours:
The cancellation policy for Overland Adventures and Overnight 
Tours is (with no exceptions):
•	 30 days before tour date:	 25% penalty
•	 14 days before tour date:	 50% penalty
•	 Within 14 days:	 non-refundable

Please note that the Cancellation Protection Plan covers pre-booked 
Shore Excursions, including Overland Adventures and Overnight 
Tours, if cancellation is made up to 24 hours prior to commence-
ment of cruise. Tours cancelled within 24 hours prior to com-
mencement of cruising or while on board are not covered by the 
Cancellation Protection Plan and are subject to the above penalties. 
In the event a complete tour is cancelled by Holland America Line 
or the tour operator, pre-booked refunds will be handled on board. 
Very shortly after each booking deadline/cancellation date, e-mails 
are sent from the ship to the agencies concerned, informing them 
of our definite requirements for meals, seats on aircraft, number of 
automobiles and motor coaches, etc., and commitments are made. If 
notice of cancellation is received after the booking deadline/cancella-
tion date, a refund can be assured only if the ticket is resold. Guests 
are encouraged to pre-purchase shore excursions. We recommend 
speaking with the Shore Excursion Manager on board if you have any 
questions about your physical ability to take part in any shore excur-
sion. Should you opt not to take the tour following this discussion, 
full reimbursement will be made provided the cancellation is made 
within 24 hours of boarding the ship. For Overland Adventures and 
Overnight Tours, due to the in-depth nature of the adventures, most 
areas are not accessible to wheelchairs and require a considerable 
amount of activity.




